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1 ting y our Name 
£ REY at the; Head: of 
this mall Per. 


— for which I can 

expect no leſs than to be cen 
fared, as. J have hereby ad- 
dreſſed W ſelf to one whoſe 


1 great 


N DR De AT ION. 
great Abilities will ſoon place 
in a very conſpicuous Light. 


As Your Character, S1 R, 
is above my Pen, I will not 
incur Your Diſpleaſure by 
any fulſome Compliment or 
Adulation, nor by expatiat- 
ing on Your Virtues and 
Learning, which cannot poſ- 
ſibly lie much longer cons 
Mx Aim in this Freedom 
is not ſo much to deſire Lou 
to ſcreen or defend any thi 
that I have here ad — 
as to pay a ſmall Acknow- 
ledgment for the many Obli- 

gations You have laid upon 


DE DICATTION. 
me, and to have the Pleaſure 


at the ſame time of ſhewing 
You how willing I am to 


ſubſcribe my ſelt, 
S18, 
Your moſt Obedient, 


Aud moſt 


Humble Servant, 
« hw 


2 


10 
FTI 


band W 


Did 7 * 5 7 
Red-Lyon Square, 
Aug. 20. 1733s 


W A'S induced to write 
the following 'ESSAY 
on the Improvement 
— o» MIDWIFERY, 
becauſe I found that all Books 
hitherto written on this Subject 
were calculated more for the In- 
ſtruction of my own Sex, than 
the other, to whole Hands the 
Majority of the Practice in this 
Protelſian ever has been, and, I 

g + a) believe, 


— 
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believe, ever will be confined. I 

have Daily, during the Space of 

| | above twenty Years Practice, ſeen 
| many fatal Miſtakes committed by 
Midwives, which I think could 
never have happened had they 
1 ever read a Treatiſe ſo properly 
adapted to their Capacities, and 
at the ſame time ſo full and plain, 


as, I hope, the following is. 


My greateſt Aim in it is faith- 
fully to inſtruct, not ſuch as are 
quite ignorant, but ſuch as have 
already made ſome Progreſs in 
the Science, and to point out to 
them thoſe dangerous Nocls on 
which many have been caſt away; 
that they may either be able to 
give better Aſſiſtance themſelves, 
or at leaſt to ſee the Danger time 
enough to call in ſuperior; Ad- 
vice. LIFE is a Jewel, in the 
Opinion of all Mankind, of the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Value; and thoſe to 
whoſe Care this weighty Truſt is 
committed, cannot poſſibly diſ- 
charge it with too much Circum- 
ſpection and Diligence. | 


I am far from attempting ot 
defiring, with ſome of my Bre- 
thren, that the Practice of Mid. 
wifery ſhould lie only in the 
Hands of my own Sex, and this 
for ſeveral Reaſons, Firſt, be- 
cauſe there is required among fo 
great a numbet of he now 
Women, of all Degrees, a muc 
greater Attendance than we could 
poſlibly give; and moſt of theſe 
again, nay indeed the greateſt 
number, are in ſuch low Circum- 
ſtances as will not allow of a 
Praemium adequate to the At- 
tendance given. Beſides, where 
the Labour is natural, as it hap- 
th moſt Women, there is 

(az) ſeldom 


pens wi 
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ſeldom any greater Aſſiſtance re- 
quired than what thoſe of their 
own Sex who have made it their 
Buſineſs are capable of affording ; 
eſpecially in this Metropolis, where 
I have met with ſeveral that are 
extremely well qualified.  How- 
ever, I muſt beg leave to give 


them this one piece of Advice, 


viz. That where any material 
Difficulty occurs, they would rea- 
dily and in time call in our Aſ- 
ſiſtance; as when a Child preſents 
with its Head, but does not with 


a proper Degree of Pain fall any 


lower; when the Poſture happens 
to be Wrong, and conſequently 
the Child requires Turning; but 
more eſpecially that they would 
not delay to ſend for a Man of 
Character and Experience in caſe 


of Hloodings, or other Threaten- 
ing Symptoms. By this, both 
the Woman's Life and their own 
t | VT Repu- 
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Reputation will be the more ſe- 
cure. I deny not, but that many 
Women Midwives may know how 
to turn a Child, nor that they 
may in ſome Subjects, (as no- 
thing but the Hand is required in 
the Operation,) do it with Suc- 
ceſs: But then conſidering the 
many unforeſeen Difficulties that 
may happen, eſpecially the 
Head's ſticking upon the Bones 
of the Peſos, and that in ſpite 
of the greateſt Care, and the 
moſt exact Poſition: I believe 
this Advice vill not be thought 
impertinent by the moſt expe- 
rienced Midwives, who by the bye, 
have ever found moſt” ready to 
call in farther Aſſiſtance. And 
indeed they find their own Ace- 
count in it, as it greatly advances 
their Character; whilſt it is quite 
otherwiſe with thoſe who from 
too great an Opinion of their own 

| (a3) Judgment 


Judgment and Abilities, run great 
Hazards, or at the beſt call us in 
too late, and ſo loſe their good 
Name, and juſtly ſuffer in their 
Reputation. N 


MIDWIFERY is certainly 
one of the moſt noble and uſeful 
Chirurgical Operations in being; 
for all Operatjons receive their 
Weight from the Good they pro- 
cure; or, in more proper Terms, 
from the Evil they prevent: By 
this there is generally ons, and 
oftentimes wo Lives ſnatched as 
it were from the Jaws of Death; 
as in a violent Flooding, for in- 
ſtance, where the Mother, or 
Child, or both, would be inevi- 
tably loſt in a few Minutes, | with- 
out Delivery; or where the In- 
fant lies in a bad Poſture, and ſo 
could never have been extracted 
but by the Aſſiſtance of Are. 
Sn de TAIIE 


W 


PREFACE 


Tu III is indeed fack's thing 
as ſaving a Child by the Cae/arian 


Operation, or taking it out of 


the Womb of its Mother juſt ex- 


pired; but what Man in his Senſes 
would put his Character upon 
this Foot? It would be natural for 
the ill-natured World to ſay that 

to ſave the Child he gave certain 
Death to the Mother; and the 
Friends about the Deceaſed, out 
of a Fondneſs for her, migłt poſ- 
ſibly be brought to think that ſhe 
was not quite dead before the Ope- 
ration was performed. But to re- 
turn; I ſay, that by ſpeedy De- 
livery two Lives are oftentimes 
faved, as in the Inſtances above- 
mentioned, where tlie Womb re- 
leaſed of its Burden contracts 
it ſelf, and fo the Flux ſtops; or 
where the Child is extracted by 
Art, and ſo the Date of its own, 
80 (a4) _ 8 


PRE FA C E. 
as well as of its Mother's Life is 
prolonged. ö 


Max other 1 might 
be given where both Lives are 
actually ſaved. But the Di gnity 
of this Art will appear to every 
Perſon ; in a much more advanta- 
geous Light, if we reflect on the 
Lear nung of the Profeſſors of it. 
England and France have produced 
many great and famous Men who 
have made tlie Improvement of | 
this Science the principal/Buſi neſs 
of their Lives; and e have ſome 
at this time liviag, that are perhaps, 
: ſyperior to the Deceaſed, without 
any. Detraction from their Cha- 
rafters, or the leaſt Injury, offered 


to their Aſbes. 


T1 HE [Improvements theſe great 
Men have made in this Art, the 
Tenderneſs, the ee and 

the 


— — 
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the Succeſs with which they per- 
formed their Duty, have effectually 
wiped away that Load of Jlander 
and Ignominy, with which this 
Profeſhon was formerly branded. 


I confeſs there have been ſome 
who being ignorant of the Method 
of turning a Child, made frequent 
uſe of the Hool and Knife, and 
ſeveral other terrible arid barba- 

rous Inſtruments even while the 

| Child was living; and I had, not 
long ſince, an Account given me 

by a Perſon of unqueſtionable Ve- 

racity, then preſent, where a poor 

Woman died under the Hands of 

the Operator after ſome of the 

Limbs and Ribs of the Child were 


n away. 


Faok ſuch Operators as thale, 
' 640 and cruel in their Behaviour, 
3 An in their Expreſſions, and 
8 breaking 
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REFA CE 
breaking in upon the Modeſty and 


Tenderneſs of the Sex,) it is that 
the Odium caſt upon this Art had its 


firſt Riſe; And hence it proceeds 


that many unhappy Women have 
choſe to die, or at leaſt to ſtay 
till very little Strength or Life 
remained, rather than to call in 
our Aſſiſtance. 


Bo r theCaſe is now * other- 
vile The beſt - Midwives ſend 
early for Advice upon the Ap- 
pearance of Danger and Difficulty; 
the Suffering Fair readily conſent 
ro it, and by this Means both 
Lives are ſaved, the Miduiſes Cha- 
racter ſecured, and ours advanced, 
by the conſequent Succeſs of be- 
ing called in time. 


I have in this Es$ay- duell 
omitted the Deſcription of the 
Parts concerned in Generation, 
becauſe 


PREFACE. 
becauſe it has already been fo 
well done by others, that I could 
ſcarcely do any thing more than 
copy them. Beſides I think that 
ſuch as never ſaw the Dy/eftion 
of a Human Body, will be but 
little the better for a bare De- 
ſcription of thoſe Parts; much lels 
would they have been benefited by 
Cuts and Figures uſually prefixed 
to Books of this Kind, which are 
generally but very indifferently 
done, and ſerve to raiſe 1mprre 
Thoughts and Ideas in the Rea- 
der's Mind, rather than to convey 
any real Inſtruct ian. | 


Tut Authors on this Subject 
already extent in our Language 
are, in my Opinion, wrote in a 
very improper She, and feem to 
be calculated as much to- pleaſe 
the Reader's Fancy, as to improve 
the Operatiun. My Deſign 1 
| c 
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the contrary was to write ſuch a 
Treatiſe as one of either Sex 
might read, without Bluſhes, and 
to expreſs myſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to give the leaſt Of- 
fence to the molt modeſt Rea- 
der, 5 


I have ſtudiouſſy declined to 
give any Preſcriptions, or Forms 
of Medicines in the following 
Es$8ay, becauſe it would be a 

ſort of an Affront offered to ſuch 
of ſuperior. Education as make 
Phy/ick their Profeſhon; as it 
would look like putting my ſelf 
on a Foot or Level with the 
Gentlemen of the Facalty. I 
think it enough for one Man to 
act well in one Capacity; and I 
have confined my ſelf to the 
Operation of Midwifery only, be- 
cauſe I would not willingly at 
any time take the whole. Weight 
upon 


PRE FA C E 
upon my ſelf, when it is in =, 
Power to . it. Beſides, 
would carefully avoid to rr 
any ſuch Encroachments on o- 
thers, as I ſhould not like to re- 
ceive my ſelf. It has always been 
my conſtant Practice to call in 
proper Advice in Caſes of the 
leaſt Danger; and after Deliver y, 
which is my proper Province, I 
have conſtantly left ſuch as could 
afford it to the Care of their re- 
ſpective Phyſicians. As to the 
Poor, who are not able to give 
a Fee, I think my felf in Charity 
bound to aſſiſt them; and rely 
it is much better for them to 
have but indifferent Aſſiſtance 


than to periſh A not having any 
at all. 


Tur Uſe of Hooks wh Knzmes, 
by which living Children pre- 
| fnting with the Head are de- 
ſtroyed, 
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ſtroyed, when they might very 
ealily have been extracted in a 
few Minutes by the Hllei or For- 
ceps, is, in my Opinion, a moſt 
cruel and unwarrantable Practice. 
But yet inhuman as it is, to my 
certain Knowledge it is by ſome 
kept up to this Day. A fond 
Mother in this Cty lately told me, 
with a Flood of Tears, that this 
was her unhappy Caſe: The 
Child had lain long with its Head 
in the Vagina, and fo low that 
the Midwife then attending had 
expected it every Pain for ſome 
Hours; at length one of my Bre- 
thren was called to her, but not 
underſtanding the Uſe either of 
the Forceps or Fillet, and unwilling 
to kill the Child, he for ſome 
time forbore to be concerned; 
but the poor Woman's Torture 
and Danger increaſing, he at 
length fixed his Hool in * 
. "a 
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and ſo extracted it, when the 
wounded Infant by its Cries and 
Aeanes gave much greater Pain 
to the lamenting Mother than ſhe 
had felt before. Were I ever ſo 
great a Maſter of Rhetorich, I 
think I need not call in any of 
its Aſſiſtance here, nor attempt to 
paint this Caſe in ſtronger Co- 
lours or a fuller Light, » the 
bare Relation of it will do, 


I cannot forbear now I am on 
this Subje&, to mention. the fol- 
lowing Account, which I received 
from the $4rgeon who was con- 
ſulted, one of a great Character 
in his Profeſhon, and living in 
this City. He told me that he 
was lately called to a Gentlewo- 
man in the Country, where the 
Child fell with its Head into the 
Lagina very low, and there con- 
tinued after a conſiderable time 

; paaſſed 
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1 paſſed in great Pain, without the 
leaſt Advantage. A Man-Mzid- 


wife upon this was ſent for, who 


knowing the uſe of the Hool only, 
and being very unwilling to kill 


the Child, let it remain in this 


Condition for ſeveral Days; re- 
fuſing to perform the Operation, 


or to do any thing more for her 


than to preſcribe a few forcing 


Medicines. At length a Voman- 
Midwife delivered her of a dead 
Child; but the Parts were, firſt 


by the violent Inflammation, and 


the long continued Preſſure, ſo 
far mortified, that my Friend told 


me he had not the leaſt Hopes 


of Recovery when he firſt ſaw 
her. | 


Ho neceſſary is it then, that all 
ſuch as profeſs Midwifery ſhould 
make themſelves Maſters of either 


the Forceps or Fillet? ? But here 1 


P*R EF: ACE 
muſt obſerve, that as there are 
ſeveral different Sorts of Forceps, 
ſo they are far from being all of 
them equally proper, and great 
Regard is to be had to their 
Ferm. I but a few Days 290 
ſaw a Pair at a noted Inſtrument- 
Maker's, which I thought very 
faulty; and I was once thewn- a 
Pair by -a Brother Practitioner in 
the Country, which he had uſed 
for ſome Years, but feldom with 
Succeſs or Advantage. 


I have. in this Es$ay given a 
great variety of ſelect CASES, 
which may ſerve as Directions to 
others how they proceed in the 
like Circumſtances. Indeed I have 
been the ſhorter in the Body of 
the Treati/e it (elf, that | might 
have Room to enlarge the more in 


the Caſes; for it is my opinion 
ARE b) that 
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that aCa/e, where all the Incidents 
are minutely related, will affect 
the Reader's Memory more than 
the moſt exact Deſcription of the 
ſame thing in the Body of the 
Work. % 


Ir I miſtake not I am the firſt 
Eugliſhman that has written ori- 
ginally and profeſſedly on this 
Subject, one only excepted, who 
wrote above a Hundred Years: 
ago, and that very indifferently. 
What we have from Mauricean, 
Daventer, Dionis, Le Vagmon, 
Guillemeau, and others, is only 
tranſlated from the French, to 
whom, indeed we are in this: . 
Branch very much beholden. 


Ir by ſubmitting my ſelf to 
the Cenſure of others, I ſhould 
have the good Fortune, to excite: | 
| ſome 


2 %> 
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ſome more maſterly Pen to im- 
prove this At, it would much 
augment my Pleaſure and Satis- 
faction, as I ſhall thereby be in- 
ſtrumental it conveying a greater 
Good to my Fellow-Creatures. 


— —. — 


S 8 = SO 8 8 8 


POSTSCRIPT: 


VHIS ESSAY, I confels, 

is much more imperfect | 
than it would otherwiſe have been, 
becauſe I-was informed that there 
was a Piece of Midwifery already 
in the Preſs, which was expected 
to be publiſhed ia a little time. 
It is highly probable there may 
be ſomething mentioned in this 
Work which is advanced in in,; 
and I ſhould, after this, have in- 
curred the Cenſure of the Town 
in publiſhing what was wholly 
my awn. I choſe therefore rather 
to let this make its Appearance 


= ſort of an Unare/s, than to 


run 


Ro 


run the Hazard of being thought 
a Plagiary by deferring it any 
longer: for which I hope ſome 
friendly Aowance will be made, 
eſpecially when it is coals 
that Truth and Matter of Fat 
need no gawdy Decorations. 
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in order to have a Child turned, hed: 


When Joh d got the Child's N how 
you muſt N 09 2% 2 


I he uſe of the Fon tallatih, br opening 
of the Sutures in Infants, ibid, 


hat Method tut be takin heck che Child 
is advanced as für as the Arm- pit, 27 


he Turning of Children not equally fa Eile 


— 


in all Poſtures, 28 
hat it to be done wheti ar Infant preſents 
with its Artn, | - tbid; 


ce) Thi 


Crown T EN TF 8. 
The Old Practice of cuttiug and twiſting off 
an Arm when advanced, — ibid. 


The Folly of touching an Infant's Arm thus 
hanging out of the Womb, wh cold | 


Water or Ice, cenfured, r | 


The Method which * Writers adviſe of 
fetching a Child in this Caſe away by the 
Head, exploded, | ibid, 


An Inſtance of a poor Woman delivered 
© where the Child's Arm had been eighteen 
Hours in the World, 30 


— 


Operators in Midwifery cannot be too cau- 
tious in the Uſe of Inftruments, nor can 
they take too much care in being aſſured 
+ whether the Infants they are going to exerciſe 
them upon be dead or not, 31 


A deplorable Inſtance of an Iofaot, "who be- 
ing by the Surgeon ſuppoſed to be dead, 


had his Arm cut off, but yet lived to be a 


_ Man, 9 4 111 ibid. 


1 AVENTE x *s Practice of leaving the Arms| 
to be extracted with the Head, cenſured, 
and why, - | 32 


1 . An 


Cox TEN TS. 
An Inftance of the bad Succeſs of this Pra- 
Chce, | 33 


Wu you ave git viſe Foot, bow to ſe. 
cure it, 0 34 


Our Author has Stine errracked Children 
by ont Leg only, ** 


A Caution! in relation to this Method, 


When it is requiſite a Child thould be turned, 
the ſooner it is done the better, and 0. 


ow the Operation of turning a Child wil 


prove difficult, and when not, 35, 36 


Tho” the Author ſometimes , mentions the. 


Turning of Children which preſent with 
the Head, yet he would not be thought 
to: mean this of tre Natural Labours, © 37 


When there are two or three Children at 


once in the Womb, our Author, after the 
Birth of the firſt, is not for waiting the 
Courſe of Nature, hut for paſſing the 


Hand, and bringing « the relt ; away by the 
Feet, N 37, 38 


\ 


(c 2) The 


CoNT ENT S. 
b e e eee 
8 | 38, 39 


When the Navel-String is twiſted twice 
round the Child's Neck, what muſt then 
be done, | .” 


£39 


Sik —Oor Author does not ſuffer the Infant 
to be wholly born in this Caſe, before the 


String be cut, and why, 40 


The divi.ting of the String, as mentioned, 
caunot be of wy if Conſequence, _ thid, 


Moſt Midwives tie the Navel-String at too 
1 ere from ones Cn Belly, 1 


41 
our Author thinks this che Cauſe of YH 
moſt Umbilical Ruptures, ibid. 
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of the PLACENTA, or 17711. 


BI ATR. * 


The Placenta or After-Birth is never to be 
leit behind in the Womb, 4a 
The 


1 51 


Y ConTENTS 
The Advantages of paſſing the Hand into 
the Womb to extract the Aﬀter-Burde n 


Nun ay the Bicep of the Child 
bf * ibid. 


An Inftance of a Woman at Hirsr#»y/ 
r who had an emaciated Child and its Pla-, 
; centa taken away by this Method, which” 
p 2 „n Rave been left behind, 43 


l, Di ON1sS 3 for advidngs the Aﬀer- 
J. Birth of an Abortion to be left to come, 
away of its on accord, Mt % 


The Diſadvantages that ariſe from Mid wives 
not paſſing che Hand, as here directed, 44 


How to ſeparate and draw aivay the Pla- 
Pa, Go ST 7 44, 45 


A common Cauſe of bad Labour is, the Wo- 
man's being put upon it too early, 46 


No Woman ſhould be put upon Labour be- 
fore the Os Tincae opens and dilates it 
ſelf, 47 


Che ; 


de 3 CH AP 


Co NT E NTA 


CH A P. IV. 
Of FLOODINGS. 
Whence they proceed, 15. 8 


What time ſoexer a 8 22 We to be 
taken with Floodings, provided they flow 
to any great Degree, ſhe muſt be imme--. 
diately delivered, ee el. 
Floodings alter Delivery, whence they ariſe, 
If by more than ordinary. Pain there ems 
to be any thing remaining, We muſt 


then be done. 0 

Our Author's Practice in caſe of violent 

Vloodingy bid 
3 
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CONTENTS. 


CHAP. v. 


Containing ſome | CAS E S which 
illuſtrate and confirm the Methods 
above laid down. 


| CASE I. 
An untimely Dilatation of the Os Tincae 
Reſtored, | p. 52 


CASE ng 


* 


A couple of Infants loſt by delaying D De- 
livery, 53 


CASE III. 


A Child preſenting with its Head, extracted 
by Art, alter a long and fruitleſs waiting 
for the Force of Natural Pains, 55 


CASE W. 


An Infant advancing with its Head, and born 
as far as the Shoulders, but — — 
"extratited," | N 56 


regs CASE 


CONTENTS. 


GAS E V, 


A Woman with her Belly hanging down ſa 
far 45 to hinder the Hand from being | 
* inco the Womb, how PRE $7 


0 A 8 E VI. 


- ", 


CASE 0 


A Gentlewoman who died by Floodings oc- 
eaſianed by Delaying her Deliveryy 9 * 


C ArS E M II, 
A Woman who died r a Þ in 77 


bour, 


C A * XM 1 56 
Another Inſtange, of the ſhane, 62 


2 A 8 E. W. 13 PU" 1a 4. 
* . E 


A Woman who died by Flooding, they 
Weeks befare her OT, did 


4 


CASE 


Go NYTE NTS. 


As E, XI. 


A. Gentlewoman who died by Flooding; 
through the n and Obſtinacy of 


her a 6 , 5 63 


1 s e n L610 
A Gentlewoman ſeized with the moſt dan- 


gerous e Ys how 
rech , a 421 etc e 9 


n 


A, Woman taken with a Flooding in the. 
"third Month of her Pregnancy fate de- 


livered of a Falſe ans ©68 
. * 7 . 2 * 2 
CAS B XIV, 
Dun — 4 — 25 
of the Vagina coming down before the Head 
of the Child, : 69 
N 2249 | 
CA: 5 B XV... era ol nA 
| AChil xdvancing vich its Feet, but ſtopping 
: at the Head, how nay, + 70 
| C 45 ad 


. CASH 


CowTR NTA F 
CAS k XVI. 
A Child extratted by the Forceps 


— 
* F 
rg 


* 


CASE XVII. 
4 Did 


1 + HN 


. A8 E XVII. 
eee e 52 


r 43 * ** * * * 
ASE XN. 
\ - ” „ ® * « 0 
A Woman delivered of Three Abortive Chile 
- . - s + 4 * 92090 - 1 
; 33 ' — TD : 
5 "ths * q * n * 


| | An Infant with jes Face 44 * the Os Pu- 
"nr 1 * _—_— in that gun | Tt 
1 | 

J | | C A SE 


CON TEN T. 


4s B NN. 
A Child with its Face n che Oy Pabis. 
CASE: I. ; 
An Infant extracted with one Part of the. 
* only, yo D 76 
CAS ER XXIV. 


A Child lying looſe in the Womb, and dre 
ſenting with its Head, turned, and ex- 
tracted, | | ibid. 


CASE Xxv. bo 


Three Children preſenting with their Arms, 
turned and e | 178 


4 


CASE. L. „ 
A Dead Child gendes ich the Hoh, 79 


CASE n. 


Treo Children extrated' by the F x af | 
the Membranes v were * " * 


* 4 9 CASE 


| 


— 


CONTENTS. 


CASE XXVII. 
A Woman delivered of a dead Foetus aſter 
the Birth of a living Child, 81 
CASE XX. 


A Head ſeparated and left behind in the 
Womb, extracted with the Crotchet, 82 


(4 8 E XXX. 
A Woman killed by an Inverſion of the 
a 83 
C A 8. E XXI. 

Of three wann who had their Vaginas , 
*tore nd broke through, fey 94 
48 E XXII. 

An expected Abortion prevented, 
CASE XXXUIII, 
Of 2 Lady who died by mo. in La- 
eur, 86 


CASE 


CONTENTS 


CASE XXIV. 


nnen 36 
0 A'S E XXV. 
Of a Woman that was delivered at the Anus, 
87 
< ASE XXVI. 
or a Woman that miſcarried chrough A 
Scirrhus of = m_—_ 91 


CASE XXXYTL 


Of a Woman that had ſpurious Pains, which 
by Care were put off for the Space of eight 
Days, When ſhe was happily delivered of 
A | 93 


CASE XXVII. 


Of the Navel-String coming down before the 
Head of the Child, 95 


— 


CASE. 


- 


CONnTENTS 


CASE XWXXX. 


' Of a Child that died in the Birth through 


a bad Poſture, and the unfortunate Make 
of the Mother, 24 $- 96 


CASE M. ; 


of an Abortive Roctus 8 three 
and four Months, that hid the Navel- 


i e e gs 


4 A SE XII. 
Of a Woman that died in Labour, by a vio- 
99 


e 


CASE XIII. 


Of a Woman that died through Wilfulneſs 
in not being _deliveteds in whom the 
Viomb, contrary to the Opinion of ſome 
| Waere was found 2 ds; 102 


CAB XIII. 


* infant extralted with the Blunt-Hook, 
106 


-CASE 


Fu CON TE NTA 


| C.A SE XIV. 


Sharp-Hook, : 
107 
CASE IXV. 
Another Inſtance of the ſame, 108 
Ker 
Of the After-Birth returned, and extracted 
five Days after Delivery, 110 


C AS E "XLVII. 

Of the Placenta extratied three Hours after 

Delivery, 8 2 
CASE MVI. 

Of a firm, fleſhy Subſtande wiken from the 

Womb fix Weeksaftet Delivery, 112 


CASE XIX. 
A Woman delivered of Twins; the firſt of 
which preſenting with its Head, and bear- 


| ing upon the Os Pubis, was extrafted by 
Turning, 115 


CASE 


— 


„ Fran 


{ 


As A. 


Four Women delivered with the Forceps; 
os 116 


oo 


CONC4AI'SION; 117 


'T * Method to be taken with Women where 
the Artiſt has been obliged to uſe Vio- 


8 th 
— 


O N THE 


[MPROVEMENT 


O0 F 


MIDWIFERY. 


to make ſome Advance 560 
Improvement in tlie great and 
aſeful Art of PEI v ERIN 
Cc Wo ux, purely with re- 
ſ peck © to the * Operation itſelf; and to point out 
thoſe Racks on which. many of the Fair. Sex 
are loſt, and cut off in the Bloom of Lite, 
amidſt the Hopes of an happy and approach: 
ing Offspring. 


B As 
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As to the Anatomy or Deſcription of the 
Parts deſtin d to Generation, the Signs of 
Conception or Pregnancy, and thoſe of Labour, 
how a Woman is to manage herſelf when 
with Child; how ſhe is to be ordered after 
her Delivery, the neceſſary Qualifications re- 
quired in Midwiſes; how Nurſes are to or- 
der the New-born Infants, and many other 
things of like nature, mentioned by 
Dr. Chamberlen, Daventer , Dionis, and 
others, I ſhall purpoſely omit; referring the 


Readers, who want Information therein to 
the Authors here ſpoken of: 


Tu Diſeaſes again that Women are ſub- 
ject to, both before and after Delivery, as 
Vomitings, Looſeneſs, or Diarrhoea's, Cough 
and Difficulty of Breathing z Pains in the 
Back, Reins, Hipps, and Breaſts; Difficulty 
of Urine, Hemorrhoids, Pains and Variceſe 
Swellings in the Thighs and Legs; the Men- 
ftruous Flux, Dropſy of the Womb, OEgde- 
matous Swellings in the Labia, or Lips of the 
Privities, Bearing down of the Womb; Co- 
ſtiveneſs, ariſing from the Fetus compreſ- 
ſing the Inteſtines; Prolapſus Ani, or Falling 
down, of the Fundament; Suppreſſion, or 
too great a Flux of the Lochia; Contuſions 


and Dilacerations in the Periuacum and ex- 
ternal 
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ternal Parts of the Pudenda; Convulſions, 
Hyſteric Complaints, Fevers, Inflammation 
in the Uterus, or Vagina; Abſceſſes in the 
Groin, Hips, or Thighs; Cancers and 
Schirroſities in the Womb; Ruptures of the 
Belly; Inflammation or Apoſtems in the Breaſts, 
Curdling of the Milk, &c, Theſe, I fay, 
with many other that might be named, I 
ſhall decline to mention ; and leave them to 
Phyſicians, whoſe Province it is to treat of 
them. My Aim in this Treatiſe being not ſo 
much to inform thoſe who are altogether ig- 
norant, by giving them Inſtructions for their 
firft ſetting out in the Practice, as to add 
ſomething to what is already wrote, in re- 
gard to the Operation only; which, 1 hope, 
may conduce to the Benefit of the leſs know- 
ing, and not prove altogether unworthy the 
Notice of thoſe who are already arrived to 
the higheſt Pitch of Knowledge and Art, 
who do honour to their Profeſſion and Ser- 
vice to the World, by being the happy In- 
ſtruments (under Providence) of aſſiſting and 
preſerving the Farr in a Time of their 
preateſt Danger; and by that Means, of ſas 
ing many conſiderable Men, who otherwiſe 
ould never have appeared on the Stage of 


Life, to have done Service to their King and 
ountry, 


B 2 I ſhould 
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1 thould not have taken this Task upon my⸗ 
ſelf, had thoſe Gentlemen who are better qua- 
lified for it been pleaſed to favour the World 
with a Treatiſe of this kind ; the want of 
which was the only Motive that induced me 
to undertake the Publication of this; which 
is founded upon upwards of Twenty Tears Pra- 
ctice and Experience, at South Halſted in 
Efex, and which 1 therefore hope will be 
lerviceable, at leaſt, to every young Pratti- 
tioner. 


1 chief Books on this Subject extant dy 


our Language, are Dr. Chamberlen's Tran- 
lation of Mauriceau, and the Tranſlation 
of Dionis, Daventer, &c. which I ſhall 
have occaſion to mention hereafter, and 
ſhall only obſerve here, that the Secret 
mentioned by Dr. Chamberlen,* by which his 
Father, two Brothers, and himſelf ſaved ſuch 
Children as preſented with the Head, but 
could not be born by natural Pains, was the 
Ule of Forceps, now well known by all the 
principal Men of the n both in 
Town and Country. 


IN his Note, (p. 176.) ſpeaking. of the 
great Precaution that ought to be taken in 
| order 


* See his Preſaze to the Reader, 


— 2 A0. 
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order to know whether the Infant be alive or 


dead, he ſays, That this is not ſo neceſſary 
© to thoſe Practitioners who can fetch a 


e Child coming right, or with the Arm, 
* without Hooks, or ſharp Inſtruments; as 
e the Tranſlator of this Book, his Father and 
* Brothers can.” 


HERR is ſomething very odd methinks, 
in applying this Secret to both theſe Caſes, 
as equally ſeryiceable to either; the Caſes 
differing ſo very widely, and requiring a 
quite different Method : For the Head pre- 
ſenting, aud far advanced, is to be taken hold 
of by either the Forceps or Fillet, and by them 
extracted; when a Child which preſents an 
Arm, is to be turned, and ſo brought away 
by its Feet. 


DAFENTER ſets out with the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of performing all by the Hand 
only, and in no Caſe to uſe an Inſtrument. 
This he all along carries on, till at length, 
in the Appendix, he tells you, © That if the 
« © Pelvis be proportionably too ſmall for the 
& Child, or if the Head of the Infant falls 
te down into the narrow Cavity of the Pel- 
& vis, and is there ſo ſtreightned along with 
de the Shoulders, that the leaſt Deſcent is not 

| S perceived 
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& perceived upon the Force of the ſtrongeſt 
© Pains, and all Remedies have been tried 
tc in vain; for the Safety of the Mother, the 
© Infant is to be handled and drawn out 
«as a dead one.” 


T 11s, indeed, is a Caſe which very rarely 
happens,and almoſt the only one that requires 
an Inſtrument ; and even here, for the moſt 
part, (tho* not always,) the Head may be 
commanded by the Forceps, which does 
not give the leaſt Hint of; 


Th E Practice of drawing living Children 
with the Crorchet when the Head offers, but 
cannot, by reaſon of its Bigneſs, or ſome 
Difficulty in the Paſſage, be brought away, 
which is ſtill the Cuſtom of ſome rath Ar- 
tiſts, (who know nothing either of Returning 
the infant, or of the Uſe of the Forceps or 
Fillet,) ought to be utterly condemned by all 
fair and honeſt Practitioners. *Tis doubt. 
leſs this barbarous Cruelty in ſome Opera- 
tors, that, as Dr. Chamberlen well obſerves, * 
has cauſed that malicious, but falſe Report, 


That where. ever 4 M ax comes, the Mor HEN, 


or Curd, or both, muſt neceſſarily die; and 
Is the Reaſon, many times, of Women's for- 


bearing 


* See his Preface to the Reader. 
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bearing to ſend till the Child is dead, or the 
Mother dying. It ſhall be my Endeavour 
in the following Pages, to prove, That moſt 
Births may be performed without any In- 
ſtruments, by the Aſſiſtance of the Hand 
only; or, where Inſtruments are really re- 
quired, by the Help of the Forceps or Filler, 
which are perfectly ſafe and innocent. 


Bur to return: As to the Obliquity, or 
ill Situation of the Womb, which Daventer 
makes ſo much mention of, * 1 frankly de- 
clare, I have never found it to be any other 
than what follows; viz. Either the Mouth 
of the Womb hing high, and open- 
ing backwards, againſt the Os Sacrum or 
 Pertebrae, or elſe forwards, towards the Os 
Pubis, 1 have never yet diſcovered a lateral 
Pointing, and am ſurprized to find this Au- 
thor inſiſt ſo much ppon it, But to the 
Matter in hand. | 


Nor to enumerate the many different 
Poſtures diſplayed in Chamberlen, Daventer, 
and others, (for I cannot but think, with 
Dionis + that thoſe Cuts repreſenting che dif- 
ferent Situations of the Infants in the Womb, 


in the Books of Guillemau, Mauriceau and 
B 4 others, 


* Chap, XI. 46, 47, 48. + Preface, p. 7. 
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others, are of very little uſe, eſpecially ſince 
tis not by the Eye, as he obſerves, but the 
Touch only, that an Artiſt muſt judge of the 
Poſture;) a Child either preſents with its 
Head, or it does not; if with its Head, it 
is to be obſerved whether the Poſture be 
perfectly natural; i. e. whether the Face of 
the Child lyes towards the Os Sacrum, or re- 
moved from that Figure, either ſideways, or 
to the Os Pubis; for this, according to the 
Make of the Woman (not as to the Figura- 
tion of the Womb, but the Structure and Con- 
formation of the Bones,) is much to be re- 
garded: and, accordingly, the Child is to 
be returned, and drawn out by the Fret, or 


elſe allowed to advance in the Poſture it lies 
in, and fo be born with its Head firſt, 


Ir the Child offers any other Part than 
the Head, be it what it will, the Hand is to 
be paſſed gently into the Womb, the Feer are 
to be ſearched for, the Child to be turned, 
and that way to be brought forth without 
farther Delay. 


To the Firſt of theſe then, viz. A Child 
preſenting with its Head. 


CHAP. 
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G HAN. 
Of a Child preſenting with as 
HEAD. 


F, after a ſufficient Tryal of 
"Ya 5 — natural Pains, the Head yet lies 
high, bearing againſt the Os 

WER Pubis ; ſome Authors adviſe, 
| = Wy the Head preſſes upon 
that Bone, and. cannot be ſtirred or returned 
by a Finger or two, that the Hand may be 
paſſed, the Head in ſome meaſure put back, 
and then left again to Nature. But I can- 
not ſee why, the Hand once in the Womb, 
the Feer ſhould not at the ſame. time rather 
be had recourſe to, than to Hazard a farther 
Aſſiſtance, and at laſt be forced to make uſe 
of that Method. 


N ar, if the Head be really fallen into 
the Vagina, it may, in many Women, be re- 
turned with. much Eaſe and Safety, both to 
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the Mother and Child, as I myſelf have often 
experienced. But when the Head has lain 
long low, when the Pelvis is ſmall, (whether” 
the Face be right or wrong,) when the Parts 
are cloſe compreſſed, and the Head is not 
to be returned ; when there is no Room for 
the Hand to paſs; when the natural Pains 
are of little or no Service, and the Child 
Gill living, to bring it away, I ſay, in this 
Caſe, is a Matter of the greateſt Nicety and 
Difficulty. 


InDzzD there can be no Certainty of 
the Child's being Dead, whilſt the Skin of 
the Head is whole and firm, and the Child 
not yet come to ſuch a Degree of Putrefaction 
as to ſend forth a cadaverous Smell : But by 
paſſing the Hand to the Navel String, as near 
the Navel as poſſible, if that has loſt its 
Pulſe, and you feel not the beating of the 
Umbilical Arteries; if the Navel String be di- 
miniſhed in its Bigneſs, and is become fmall 
and flabby ; if you feel no Motion of the 
Heart between the Ribbs ; it the Tongue be 
ſoft, and without Morion; if the Bones of 
the Head move to and fro, and the Sutzres 
ride, or wrap over one another, the Child 
is then dead, beyond all Diſpute. But this 


is not always to be done; and the Room re- 
Se quiſite 
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quiſite to do this will generally allow of ta- 
king the Child by the Feet. 


SoMnTIMES there ſhall be all the uſual 
Symptoms of Labour; the Pains ſhall be 
ſtrong and true, the Head of the Child very 
low, and bearing forcibly down every Pain; 
yet the Mouth of the Womb (loth as it 
were to open,) ſhall be but very little dilated, 
and this after many Hours ſtrong Pain, 
Here there is nothing more to be done, than 
with the Finger to dilate, and thruſt back 
the Ring or Circle, if I may ſo ſpeak, which 
the Os Tincae, now very thin, makes upon 
the Head of the Child, This. was the Caſe 
of a poor Woman ſome Years paſt, to whom 
I was called; ſhe had been many Hours 
in Labour, in the Beginning of which the 
Waters broke; the Head of the Child lay in 
the Vagina, ſo low in the Pains, that the 
unskilful Midwife,” (who had never touched 
the Mouth of the Womb, which, as it gene- 
rally does in this Caſe, lay more than or- 
dinary backwards,) had given Hopes of De- 
livery the very next Pain. Here I did no 
more than with my Finger dilate: and caſt 
the Part back, and 1o in a few Minutes 
opened the Door, and releaſed the little Pri- 

: dr K FO OTE V6 4 ſoner, 


% be SS 


ſoner, which was near loſt by its fruitleſs 
Efforts and ſtreightned Lodgings; the Waters 
having been long loſt, and the Preſſure on 
the Infant very great, gd in the 
Pains. 


Bur to return to the Method of faving a 
Child whoſe Head preſents, and lies fixed 
in the Pelvis, and muſt of neceſſi ity be born 
that way. 


Tus can be done but two Ways, 
viz, Either by ſliping a Filler over the Head, 
in ſuch a manner as to extract the Child 
thereby, (which I have oſtentimes done with 
great Succeſs,) or by taking the Head with 
the Forceps. It is to be obſerved, that nei- 
ther of theſe can be uſed if the Head does 
not lie very low, nor is their Uſe to be 
otherwiſe attempted. 


Tus former of theſe I muſt beg leave to 
be filent in, as being entirely an Invention of 
my own; nor ſhall I, I hope, be cenſured 
for my ſo doing, any more than the great 
Dr. Chamberlen was for his chuſing ta conceal 
the Method, or Secret whereby he could 
extract Children in this Caſe without Hooks, 
where other Artiſts were forced to uſe them. 


As 
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As to the Ferceps, which, I think, no 
Perſon has 'yet -any more than barely men- 
tioned, it is a noble Inſtrument, to which 
many now living owe their Lives, as I' can 
aſſert from my own Knowledge and Practice. 


Ta1s Inftrument, cho not pointed, muſt 
yet be uſed with great Caution; You are 
firſt to paſs one Part thereof . 5 gently 
introducing it, and guarding and directing 
the Bow as far as you can, with all the Fin- 
gers of the Left Hand (the Inſtrument lying 
in the Hollow of the Hand,) carefully pre- 
venting any Valve of the Vagina from geting 
between the Inſtrument and the Head of the 
Child, which would at once prevent any 
Hold of the Head, (and conſequently foil 
you in the Attempt,) and bruiſe the Part that 
intervenes, ſo as to endanger an Excoriation, 
| Inflammation, or, perhaps, a Aortification. 


Tazss, if not a much worſe Accident, 
may happen, viz. Its tearing. and breaking 
through the Vagina in its Paſſage. One Part 
thus paſſed over the Head, the other is then 
to be paſſed underneath, exactly oppoſite to 


the former, and this with the Care before- 


mentioned. When this is paſſed, obſerving 
that 
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that it be done to be on the right Side, the 
Handle Part on the other, they are then to 
be brought cloſe together, and, if you pleaſe, 
the Screw may be put through and faſtened 
with the Button; tho' there is no occaſion 
for the Loſs of ſo much Time, for without 
doing this, the Hand will prove ſufficient to 
keep them near together; and thus you may 
extract the Head, by drawing gently down. 


I r is much better, as I have juſt obſerved, 
that the two Parts of the Forceps ſhould not 
be joined or fixed together by a Screw, the 
Hand being ſufficient, and that for theſe 
Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe when they are ſcrew'd 
together, tho* they ſhould not happen to be 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, yet they 
will turn ſo as to take a faſt hold of the 
Infant's Head, and readily extract it. Se- 
condly, In cate one of the Parts ſhould ſlip, 
it is then eaſily returned to its proper Poſt, 
without being taken wholly away: Whereas 
when they are ſcrewed together, and they 
then flip off on one Side, (which I have often 
met with, in ſpite of the greateſt Care 1 
could uſe,) the Inſtrument is to be repaſſed, 
and ſcrewed together, as at firſt. They have 
oftentimes ſliped, and when 1 expected the 
Head 


* 
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Head of the Child, I have been deceived, 
and found the Handle Part come cloſe, the 
Inſtrument only in my Hands, and the Work 
all to do over again. I have always found 
the Inſtrument far leſs apt to flip fince I 
omitted the faſtening them together; and 
with more Eaſe to the Patient as well as my- 
ſelf, and in a much leſs Time than before, 
have found the Head of the Child fairly 
ſixt in the Inftrument ; that is, between the 
two Parts or Bows : ſo that in a few Seconds 
of a Minute, I have had the Child's Head 
with the Inſtrument ; after which little or 
no Difficulty remains. Thus have I delivered 
ſeveral Women ſince my coming to Town, 
ſome of which you will find mentioned in 
the Cas Es at the End of this ESSAL, 


I do ingenuoufly confeſs, that I came 
by this Hint and Improvement by mere 
Accident, as, I believe, is often done. For 
many Years my Forceps happen'd to be 
made of ſo ſoft a Metal as to bend or give 
way, or ſuffer ſome Alteration in their 
Curve. They were made, as uſual, with the 
Screw fixed to one Part or Side of them. 
Theſe 1 uſed for ſome Years; but they often 
happening to flip oft ſideways, (as before 
meationed,) it leſſened my Opinion of the 

Inſtru- 
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Inſtrument ſo much, that for ſeveral Years 
after, I uſed it but ſeldom This I freely 
communicated to a very ingenious Brother 
Practitioner, now living in the Country, 
who will, 1 doubt not, readily remember it 
upon reading of this. At length I cauſed 
another Pair to be made me, of better Me- 
tal, and ſome other Improvements; the 
Screw Part being contrived to take out, and 
not fixed, as in the former. This Screw I 
happened to loſe- in the Cloths at the Deli- 
very of a: Woman, who, with her Child, 
is now living and in Health, in Town; and 
being ſent for to another preſently after, and 
being indeed forced to make the Trial, found 
that the Inſtrument did its Office much bet- 
ter without the Screw, or the-two Parts being 
fixed, | 


Bor to return: When it is paſt all dif. 


pute that the Child is really dead, and the 
Women about you are fully convinced of it, 
then, indeed, the Child lying thus, is bet. 
ter drawn with the Hook, or Crotcher, becauſe 
it creates leſs Pain. But here great Care is 
required to infroduce it carefully againſt 


your left Wrift, and in the Hollow of the 


Hand, (which muſt be firſt paſſetZand laid 
upon the Head,) and then fo to fix and guard 
the 
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the Point of it, that it may in no wiſe ſlip 
and wound the Woman; keeping the Left- 
Hand all the time up and upon the Head, 
till you have it born, ſo far as to be ſecure 
if the Hook ſhould chance to break its hold. 


I ſometimes uſe a blunt Hook, which will, 
placed oppoſite to che Hand, and paſſed be- 
yond the Head, often take ſo much hold of 
it when it lies extronely low, as to do the 
bu ſinels. Here (when it will do,) you abate. 
of that prodigious Care required in the Uſe, 
and Management of the ſharp Hook, 


I would of all things adviſe the Ope- 
rator to be particularly cautious. in his En- 
quiry whether the Infant in the Womb be 
dead or not; for there have been many de- 
plorable e of Infants that have been 
drawn out this way as dead, whilſt they 
have been really  [iving; Daventer himſelf 
tells us*, that he delivered a Woman, as 
he thought, of a dead Child, when, to 
his great Surprize, and beyond His Expetta- 
tion, the miſerable Infant, wha had been but 
roughly uſed, filled his Ears with its Cries and 
Lamentations, Other Infants again,as Dr. Cham- 
berlen obſeryesÞ, have been drawn forth alive, 
C after 

: * Chap. 32. Lib, II. Chap. 12. 
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after they have been thought to be dead, with 
both Arms, or ſome other Limb loped off, and 
ſome miſerably killed with the Uſe of Cror- 
chets, which might have been born alive, if 
they had not been miſtaken. A Man there- 
fore, for fear of Diſgrace, ſhould uſe his ut- 
moſt Endeavour not to be deceived, always 
remembering, with the above-mentioned Au- 
thor, © That T3 midity is, in this Caſe, more 
„ pardonable than Temerity; and that it is 
"better to be deceived in treating a dead In- 
« fant as if it were alive, than a living one 
<< as if it were dead. . 


Tuis Part being finiſhed, I now come to 
the Second, viz. The Mz TrHoD of Turn- 
ing a Child; when it is to be done. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Method of TurninG a 
Child, when, it is 10 be done. 1 


IS is to be done in all Caſes 
whatever, except in that already 
treated of; vix. When the Head 

ie ies, not yet out of the 
Womb, or if low in the Pelvis, provided 
it lies ſo look as eaſily to be returned, and 
the Hand readily paſſed, as I have performed 
in many Women, with good Succeſs. If early 
in Labour, or when after conſiderable Pain, 
the Child does not fall down lower, the 
Artiſt is allowed to paſs his Hand, and make 
a ſufficient Enquiry ; if he finds, 1 fay, the 
Face of the Child turned towards the Os Pu- 
bis, it is much better to tutn the Infant, and 
bring it out by its Feet, than to put the La- 
bour upon the foot of Nature; fince to 
take "ts Method is much more ſafe, and 

C 2 eceligible 


— 
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elegible, than almoſt a Certainty of a tedious 
and hard Labour, with the Hazard of being 
obliged to have recourſe to this at laſt or 
than after a long Continuance of the *moſt 
acute Pains, accompanied with the Perplex- 
ity ofa tedious Waiting, the Head at length 
fallen into the Pelvis, to be obliged to aſſiſt 
Nature by the Art treated of in the 


Firſt 


Chapter. Nay, which way ſoever 


the Face lies, if the Head does not ſink 
lower, by the Force of true and ſtrong Pains, 
but hangs as it were above, and preſſes upon 


any 


Part, be it what it will, the Hand 


(to avoid all puzzling and uſeleſs Diſtinct- 
ions) ſhould be paſſed, the Feer of the 
Child found, and the Child by them drawn 
away : The Manner of doing which, I ſhall 


(in 
in. 


vos. „ Ifay; a Child preſenting with it: 


its proper er be wet full and clear 


Head, is often to be turned, and delivered 
with the Fee: firſt, in all other Poſtures what- 


ever 


and 
and 


always with the Feet firſt; and always 
turned, except when it preſents with the Feet, 
Nature has ſaved the Artiſt that r 
the Mother the Pain. 


In ſome Subjects, "where the Head has 


bow let down: into the Vagina, but has not 


advanced 


\ 
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adyanced with the Mother's Pains, I have 
very eaſily and happily returned it, by gent- 
ly preſſing back the Head with the Hollow 
of my Hand, whilſt my Fingers, ſtretched 
out, are within the Os Tincae; which, tho 
not contracted with great Force upon the 
Child's Neck, yet ftands in need of a little 
Aſſiſtance. Thus having conducted the Head 
till it is fairly in the Pelvis, as it was before 
it fell down, I then take the Infant by its 
Feet, and fo eaſily extract it. This I did 
once for a Woman who was much terrified 
at the Name or Thought of an Inſtrument, 
and would not allow of the -Forceps, at the 
ſame time that ſhe fancieds a Fillee would 
ſtrangle the Child. I then told her I would 
endeavour to deliver her without either of 
them. Accordingly, I put her in a proper 
Poſture, and delivered her as before directed, 
in a few Minutes, of a living Child. But 
I would not adviſe this to be generally at- 
tempted, nor upon all Subjects: For the Head 
lying very low, and wholly in the Paying, 
but ſticking there, is, with moſt Safety both 
to the Mother and Child, extracted 4 the 
- Filler or 2 : 


1 mould now — to 50 W of 
TY a-Child : But ſhall, in the firſt place, 
CG 3 (that 
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(that I may be the better underſtood, and ſet 
the whole in one View, and as ſtrong a Light 
as | can to the young Artiſt,) mention ſome 
Particulars reſpe&ing both the Mother and 
Infant, which oftentimes occaſion much Dif- 


ae che-Soing ge ie 2 


* 1 N reſpeſt to the Aker; The Streightneſs 
of the Vagina is frequently a great Hindrance, 
which is ſometimes ſo narrow as ſcarcely to 
admit even a ſmall Hand, tho' covered with 
Oil, Arangia, or the like, The ſmall Dilata- 
tion of the Os, Tincae will alſo . ſometimes 
prove an Impediment, as will, likewiſe the 
Waters having been long loſt, by which 
means the Parts are rendered dryer, the 
"Paſſages leſs flippery, and more contracted, 
and conſequent! AGO fit for the Egreſs of the 
Infant, Strong Pains too are oftentimes in 
fault, when. they have occaſioned ſo much 
Weaknels and Loſs ol Strength as to enable 
the Woman to bear but little Fatigue. One 
or more of theſe Cauſes renders the Operation 
difficult and dangerous; but the greateſt are 
the Smallneſs of the Pelvis, and the more 
than ordinary Curve of it: the prominent 
Part of the Os Sacrum being ſo great, as to | 
leave too little Space between that and the | 
e E; in which Caſe, it is wich great Dif. 6 
* a 
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ficulty that the Hand can be paſſed, and 
harder yet ſo as to come at the Infant's 
Legs; eſpecially if the Poſture of the Child 
be alſo againſt you. But the worſt Hin- 
drance of all is, when with great Pains you 
have turned the Child, and brought it to the 
Head, (tho in never ſo right a Poſition, 
which is ever to be regarded,) it Melts 
there, and will not paſs, or but with the 
e 5 
ens ei. 

Turs Any Mike of ſome Women, is 
the Cauſe of many unnatural and terrible Ml 
bours. Some of the Sex are this Way fo very 
unfortunate, that it is impoſſible for them to 
have a Child born without the Help of t, 
or even with Art to have a living one, „ unlels 
the Child be extremely ſmall made, if 1 
may ſo ſpeak; to ſuit with the bad Form 
of its Mother, and ſhe too have an iy 
with Ter very early in Feen 


T nes Make and Conformation of 0 Wo. 
man, as to her Bones and the Shape of her 
Body in general, but particularly as to the 
Parts concerned in forming of the Pelvis, 
and nof the Obliquitiy of the Womb, (which 
Diventer lays the whole Streſs upon, ) is the 
common Caufe of bad Labours, and the Neceſ- 
fity of Art. C 4 | IN 


5 
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Ix regard to the Infant; the Difficulty of 
turning a Child is more or leſs, according 
as the Feet lie at a leſs or greater Diftance 
from the Mouth of the Womb; according as 
the Child turns with its Knees up towards 
its Belly, wholly bending this way z or as it 
bends backwards, with igs Heels turned to 
the Back; and perhaps near the Head, if 
that alſo is caſt that way. The former more 
eaſily bends round, and the Feet are ſoon 
brought down into the Vagina: whilſt in the 
latter Poſture, the Child is bent with Difficul- 
ty, and the Feet are hard to be brought 
down. In this, more Force is required, the 
Mother ſuffers accordingly, and the Child is 
hazarded both as to its Life and Limbs. 


Another beg ariſing from the Child, 
is the Largeneſs of it, When it is too big 


for its Mother, either by a natural 

or by its being dropſical in the Head, or any 
ether Part. But to come to the Matter in 
hand, namely, the aer of turning a 
Child. I | 


Tus firſt ching 2 cor Bee is ta lay the 
Woman in a proper Poſture, vix. with her 
Shoulders pretty low, and her Hips raiſed 
high, her Knees held up and kept wide 
alunder,uand her Heels drawn! up towards 
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the Nates. In this Poſture the Womb with 
the Child, will fall back by its own Weight, 
the Child will more eaſily be returned, (if 
yet in the leaſt advanced,) and the Hand will 
be paſſed with more Eaſe and Expedition, 


which is now gently to be introduced; be- 


ing - firſt anointed with Oil, Pomatum, 
Axungia, or ſomething ſmooth and ſlippery, 
to facilitate its een 


„Fun Hand once eee * the 
Womb, you will preſently. perceive what 
Part offers firſt :, If it be the Breaſt or Belly 
of the Child, unleſs the Child bends” back- 
wards, with its Legs turned behind, you 
will ſoon find the Knee. Whatever the Po- 
ſture is, you are (with as little Force ag 
poſlible,) to ſearch for the Feet; when you 
Have found one, the great Joe thereof will 
ſatisfy yaw quickly to which Foot it be- 
longs; whereby you will be directed on 
which Side to ſeatch for the other. If 
it ſhould lie ſo near that you can 
them cloſe together, it is beſt (if poſſible,) 
to take them both between your Fore and 
Middle Fingers, one placed behind above 
the Heel, and the other upon the Inſtep; I 
ay, if you can command both: and then 
dram them down into the Vagina * 


f 
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the Toe being towards the Child's Belly, in 


a Woman well made, I have often done,) 16 
lou, that you may add the Aſſiſtance of the 
other Hand. As ſoon as you have the 


Legs, you are to take them in a Cloth, and 
draw them" gently down, ever obſerving 
that the Toes of the Child be turned to- 
wards the Mother's Back, that when it comes 
to the Head, the Chin may not ſtick or hang 
upon the Os Pubis, which, with the Face 
turned that way it muſt do. If the Feet do 
not at firſt come this way, the Child is gently 
to be turned as you draw it, ſo that before 
the Head arrives at the Bones, the Face 
may lie right. But even this Care will 
not (in ſome Women,) prevent ale n 
ee — tho Head. 33 . 


Tus moſt * Circumſtances ah 
occur in this way of Delivery proceed either 

from a diſproportionate Largeneſs of the 
Head, or from its being more ofſified than 
ordinary, (for ſome Heads are much more 
firm and aſſſied than others: And hence, by 
the bye, we may fee the great Uſe of the Fan- 
tanelle, or opening of the Bones of the Skull 
in Infants, that the Bones by that Means may 
ride as it were over one another in the 
Birth, and ſo leſſen the Magnitude of the 
Head, 
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Head, for its eaſier Exit,) or elſe from a 
Sreightneſs of the Paſſage; for which Rea- 
ſans the Head ſticks at or upon the O. ubis, 
and the protuberant Part, Proceſs or Verte- 


brae of the Or Sacrum before mentioned. 
But to return; I fay the Child is to be 
drawn gently down, till advanced to the 
Arm- Pitts, or thereabouts, when, one at a 
time, (by the Fingers of the Hand on that 

Side,) the Arms are to be fetched; then a 
Finger or two of the Leſt Hand is to be put 
into the Infant's Mouth, whilſt the Child is 
gently drawn with the Right, ſtirring the 
Head a little to and fro, that it may pals 
quick; by which Means, with the joint Con- 
currence of a little Help at the Mouth, (all 
the other Part of the Left Hand and part 
of the Right drawing down, and the Fore 
and Middle Fingers moving the Head a 
little,) the Operation is generally-periormed - 
with ſmall Pain to the Mother, and — 0 
| _y to the Child. * 561 


1 have turned ſome ividred: Children; | 
now living, and ſeveral of them advanced to 
an adult Age. Indeed at my firſt ſetting 
out, and for ſome Vears aſter, chis Opera- 
tion often times proved difficult to me, even 


in thoſe Caſes, which pow 1 cat and have 
+ Hard 


' 


CY 
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upwards of twenty Years laſt paſt performed 
with great Eaſe z which ſhews that there is 
in this, as in all other Arts and Manual 
Operations whatever, much Practice and Care 
required by every Practitioner chat would 


arrive at the perfect Maſtery of it. 


yo wind be far from being he's 
advance, that the Turning of Children is 
equally facile in all Poſtures; for it is far 
otherwiſe. Thus when the Navel preſents, 
the Feet indeed are eaſily and readily come 
at, and the Child is bent the right way 3 
but when the Shoulders or Spine happen to 
come firſt; the Feet lie far out of the way, 
and even when come at, are not without 
great Difficulty brought forwards, and if 
drawn backwards, are ill fetched down; and 
both the Mother and Child ſuffer greatly. 
Much more Force or Violence is in this Caſe 
required, and PIP I has but a 
Hard Task. 


A Arm preſenting, and advanced as far 
as the Axills or Arm-pit, is not to be re. 
turned, but the Hand is to be paſſed, (which, 
as  Daventer juſtly obſerves*, is ofcentimes 
| found to 3 more ſly when the 
Arm 


* L r p. 64. 
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Arm hangs down, than when the ſame is 
thruſt back again,) and the Feet to be ſought 
for; which when found, the Arm, (tho it 
were to be wiſhed it were not fo fallen,) will 
prove no very great Hindrance in turning the 
Child. Hence we may ſee that the Old 
Way of Cutting, * or twiſting of, an Arm 
thus advanced, and not to be returned, which 
was always formerly attempted, is but bad 
practice, tho* of the two, I muſt confeſs 
the Latter Way to be the beſt. Nor is the 
Folly of dipping the Infant's Hand thus 
hanging out of the Womb in Cold-Warer, 
rubbing it with ke, or touching it"with'a 
wet Cloth, which ſome ignorant "Mil wifes 
practice, in hopes that the Child upon per- 
ceiving the Cold will preſently draw it. in 
again, any ways excuſable; becauſe the Child 
is ſo much compreſſed and ſtreiglitened in 
the Paſſage by this vicious Poſture, that it is 
impoſſible for- it to draw it in again. Be- 
ſides, the Weight of the Infant's Body, which 
bears downwards upon the GY would ef- 
fectually Binder it, —_ ö 


1228 


Sous Writers adviſe, gk oe Infant 
ſhould in this Caſe be fetched away 1 2 
K 


N Vid. Ambroſ. Parei Op. Lib. mii. cap, 26. 
+ Chamberlen's Mauricequ, p. 206. 
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Head; but this, as Dionis. aſſures us, x and, 
as 1 my ſelf have experienced, is impoſſible 3 
becauſe” the O. Tincary or Mouth of the 
Womb, which is dilated- but juſt enough to 
give way to the Child's Arm, will ſcarcely 
admit of the Operator's Hand, much leſs will 
it ſuffer the Infant's Head to paſs. The 
fame Author tells asf, that he laid ſeveral 
Women in this Circumſtance, and always 
ſucceeded when he turned the Children and 
brought them away by the Feer, as I have 
here ditected; and that whenever he at- 
tempted to do it by the Head he had always 
4 great deal of Trouble, and was ſure to be 
en 


LI once (as may be ſeen in the Casts,) 
delivered a poor Woman, where the Child's 
Arm had been 18 Hours in the World, and 
much ſwelled by the long time, and Ignorance 
of the Midwife, who pulled violently at the 
Arm every Pain; not knowing that it was 
altogether impoſſible with a full grown Infant, 
to deliver by that Method. The Mother is 
ſtill living; as alſo the Child, which is now 
about 82 Years old, | 


p35 1 OPERA. 
*P, 209 - + 14. Ibid; | 
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Op ERNATORS in Midwifery cannot pol. 

ſily be too cautious in the Uſe of Inſtru- 
ments, nor can they take too great care in 
conſidering whether the Infants they intend 
to exerciſe them upon be aſſuredly dead or 
not, as will appear from the following mi- 
ſerable Inſtance. There was lately living a 
Man whoſe Arm was thus cut off before his 
Body, or any other Part but that Arm was 
born, by a Surgeon and Man-Midwife now 
living, who, doubtleſs, took the Child for 
dead: But finding it by its bleeding to be 
alive, which he did not in the leaſt expect, 
he ſtoped the Flux of Blood, and the Child, 
Cas before mentioned,) lived to be a Man. 
But what a lamentable Spectacle muſt it be 
to the Standers- bye, not to mention the 
poor tender-hearted Mother, to ſee a; Child 
thus brought into the World a Cripple, with 

an Arm loped off through Miſtake ! 


Bu x to proceed; I cannot by any means 
allow of the Arms to remain above, and 1d be 
extracted with the Head, which was D. 
venter s conſtant Practice, becauſe the Force 
to the Mother is thus rendered much greater, 
and the Hazard re ſpecting the Infant the 


_ if not much more. For the Head may 
this 


* P. 23% . 


* 
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this way ſtick upon the Bones, and the Child's 
Neck be drawn, chat is, the Vertebrae divided. 
The Arms can be no poſſible Security; for it 
is not, as Daventer advances*, that the Head 
is taken hold of by the Mouth of the Womb, 
by that fixed, and there kept up, but by the 
Zones; and I am ſurprized that the Author 
here mentioned ſhould aſſert the Child's 
Safety to conſiſt in leaving the Arms to come 
with the Head, it being quite otherwiſe. For 
the Artiſt now drawing with greater Force, 
which is abſolutely required in this way of 
extracting, may be eaſily deceived ;- and that 
Moment when he expects the Child, may 
draw its Neck : Whilſt in the other Way, 
the Arms being down, he has the Infant's 
Neck in his Hand, and conſequently can 
better judge of the Force uſed; and thereby 


be able to treat it with the renner Ten- 
dernels, 


Sic (as I ſaid before,) the Head is as 
liable to ſtick upon the Bones, when the. 
Arms are left, as when they are not; the 
Caſe, I think, is plain on my Side. But, to. 
put the Matter beyond Diſpute, I at one 
time, from too great a Regard for Daventer, 
took this Method, till I found what I men- 


tion; 
* P. 231. 


On MI DPWIFERNT. 33 
tion; vi. that the Head of the Child, tho 
the Face lay exactly right, might ſtick upon 
the Bones; for when upon the uſe of proper 
Strength the Child was not born, (as I had 
Reaſon. to expect it would,) I thought I 
found ſomething; give way, and ſuſpeQed it 


to be the Child's Neck; upon which I for- 


bore; and fetched down the Child's Arms; 
and found upon Examination that the Ver- 
tebrae were divided. I then put tw o Fingers 
of my Left Hand into its Mouth, and had 
the Head immediately. Now, had I con- 
tinued to have drawn this Child, the Head 


would doubtleſs have been wholly divided 


from the Body z which muſt afcerwards hue 
been fetched away by itſelk. — 5 


Tus Woman indeed kad been ik 1585 in 
Labour, that the Child's Life was before de- 
ſpaired of; but had this Method been taken 
very early, nad the Child been in full Strength 
It would certainly have been the fame. 1 
ſhall only obſerve farther; that 1 returned 


to my ſormer Practice, and that from thence 


1 entered upon a Reſolution never to bazakd 


Ee - 


another Child this Wey. tate _ v9 
| = Ano 
1 have before fad, chat it e en if you 
. to * both che Feet at once between 
2 | D your 
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your Fingers ; but that is not always, nor 
indeed very often, to be done. You may 
bring one Foot down into the Vina, then 
flip a Fillet with a running Nooſe above the 
Joint; this done, and the Foot thus ſecured, 
but not kept confined, you are to paſs your 
Hand, in order to find the other, (which that 
already brought down will be a Direction to) 
paſſing your Fingers up to the Groin, unleſs 
the Foot meets you in the Way, and bring 
that down allo. | 


 Taro' it is much the beſt Way to have | 
both the Feet, yet ſometimes when with 
great Difficulty I have gotten one only, ra- 
ther than paſs my Hand again, and ſo give 
Freſh Pain to the Woman, already much. fa- 
tigued e're I came to her, I have ſometimes 
left the other Leg, and drawn the Child by 
one only, obſerving to paſs a Finger into the 
4 when ſo far advanced; and this I have 
done with ſafety, nor have I ever had a Diſ- 
location of the Thigh-Bone by this Means, or 
any conſequent Lameneſs of the Part. But 
as the Force in this Caſe is greater to the 
Woman, it ought not to be done, if without 
too much Pain che other Foot can poſſibly 
be brought down. 
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IS this Way of Delivery, care is to be 
taken that the Child lies as little in the Pa 
ſage as poſſible, eſpecially when far advanced; 
leſt the Infant be loſt, either from the Stag- 
nation of the Blood in the Navel-String, now 
expoſed in ſome meaſure to cold, or from the 
Placenta being at this time ſo much ſeparated 
that little or no Blood can paſs from the 
Mother to the Foetus, and ſo the Force prove 
too languid to keep up the Circulation; for 
which Reaſon the Child muft die, from the 
want of receiving Air to ſet the Lungs in 
play. Beſides, upon the Mother's account, 
who mult. doubtleſs be in great Pain, you 
ought: to: be as ſpeedy in the Derg as is 
conſiſtent with Sa 


h WI AN it appears * that a Chia 
ſhould be turned, (as before-mentioned) the 
iooner it is done the better, before the Parts 
ate much ſwelled, and become dry from the 
Loſs of the Waters, and before the Com- 
preſſion. is grown great and the Wames 
Strength too much exhauſted: 4/5 1/2 


Wy n there are any of the Hindrances 
already mentioned in this Chapter, the Work 
will oftentimes prove difficult, and with 
ſome Women, thro* much Fear, impoſſible. 

| D 2 Vet 


2 * . 
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Yet where a Woman is well made, when the 
Vagina readily receives the Hand, where the 
Pelvis or Baſon is large, the Bones ſmooth, 
and the Woman's Spirits not yet exhauſted, 
it may be performed without much Pain or 
Delay. But when the Paſſages are narrow, 
and the Os Sacrum jets fo much forwards as 
to leave too little a Space between that and 
the Os Pubis, it is with great Difficulty that 
the Feet can be come at; and in a bad Po- 
fition of the Child, ſometimes impoſſible, 
without too much Violence to the Woman. 
When the Membranes again are not yet broke 
(as it happens to ſome who have been a 
conſiderable time in Labour,)-or the Waters 
but lately loſt; when the Child is not very 
large in proportion to the Parts it muſt come 
through, and its Feet eaſy to be come at, 
the Knees lying npon, or near the Belly; 
this Operation may be performed with great 
© Baſe by an experienced Artiſt, and with little 
Pain, (far leſs than in common natural La- 
bours) and perfett Safety both i in 3 to 
the Mother and Child. * 


I have this way delivered Numbers in 
a few Minutes, without Hurry, or the leaſt 
Shadow of Haſte or Raſhneſs, and with very 
Ene Oo Som i anno WR 
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little Pain, as many Perſons can atteſt in and 
ſeyeral Miles round Halſted in Eſſex. 


Now tho” I often turn Children which pre- 
ſent with the Head: It is not to be underſtood 
of true natural Labours, in which by the 
Force of genuine Pains, when there is a juſt 
Make of the Woman, and a good Poſture 
of the Child, the Head falling down into 
the Pelvis, and advancing a little every Pain, 
Nature herfelf will do the Work with com- 
mon Aſſiſtance. This is indiſputably the 
ſafeſt and moſt happy Labour; aud what 
this common Aſſiſtance and proper Atten- 
dance is, no Perſon can be well ignorant of; 
thoſe whoever that are may ſee it iti Daven- 
ter, Mauriceau, and others, my Deſign being 
chiefly to treat of ſuch * only as re- 
RO ART. | 


Wuen there are two Children in the wrde 
or three, (which once I met with) after the 
firſt is born, I ſee no manner of Reaſon for, 
but many againſt waiting the Courſe of Na- 
ture, and the Force of the Mother's Pains. 
The Moment one Child is delivered, and 
given to thoſe that are in waiting, the Artiſt 
is to paſs his Hand, (which may now be done 
without much Pain,) break the Membranes, 
D 3 it 
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if not yet broken, and ſo bring the other Child 
away by the Feet. This is a ſafe and eaſy 
Way, there being then Room to turn the 
Child in whatever Poſture it may chance to 
ie, without the leaſt Violence either to the 
Mother or Infant. No imaginable Harm, 


that I fee, can accrue from this Method; but 
the Woman will have a clear Womb, be im- 


mediately freed from her Pain, and laid to 


Reſt, and the Infant much more ſecure than 
to run the Hazard bf a tedious Stay, which 
is oftentimes protratted even to the ſpace of 
twenty-four Hours, or longer, between Child 
Ang Child. | 


ON de contrary, the poor Sufferer, after 
ſhe' has gone through the Fatigue of one 
Labour, and that perhaps a very hard. one, 
and has been much ſpent for want of Reſt, 
will, inſtead of that Refreſhment and inex- 
preſſible Sat isfuction that may ariſe from her 
Pain, Danger, and Suſpenſe being over, have 
them all continued and increaſed; by a keeond 
Labour: Weak and harraffed as ſhe is, the 
muſt be ſtill obliged to go through a. freſh 


Conflict, with all its Accidents and Conco- 


mitants; which will greatly endanger her 
Health and Strength, and take up a much 
Jangey die * But the worſt 

of 


D eee „ 
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of al, and what too oſten happens in this 
Caſe, is Floodings, which generally proves 
of fatal Conſequence. But of this 1 ſhall 
ſpeak in a Chapter by itſelf. - 


Ir very often happens that (after the Birth 
of the firſt,) the ſecond Child falls croſs, or 
in ſome wrong Poſture, and that after the 
Waters have been long loſt, the Parts con- 
tracted, and the Woman much weakened : 
There is then an abſolute Neceſſity for paſ- 
ſing the Hand, and bringing the Child away 
by the Fet. How much better then would 
it have been to have had this done at firſt ? 
Nor are the many Inſtances that may be 
brought, of Women and Children doing well 
(tho' there happens to be a confiderable Di- 
ſtance of Time between the Birth of each 
Child) any Objectiou againſt this Method, 
all things "a * and conſidered. 


* 


8 nay ay. Deen indeed, it 
falls out that the Navel-String is twiſted 
twice round the Neck of the Child; ſo that 
when the Infant advances in a right Poſition, 
and is born as far as the Shoulders: If I find 
this to be the caſe, I immediately order the 
Woman next me on that Side I vſually de- 

liver the Child from me, which is the Left, 
a 2 , 1 * "> R413 © do 


/ 
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to paſs the Sciſſars (carefully avoiding any 
Hurt to the Child) under one of the Involu- 
tions, and cut it, not ſuffering the Child to 
advance any farther before this be done: 
For were the Infant to be wholly born, it 
would hazard the breaking of the String, 
poſſibly and moſt likely at its Root, or elſe 
at the Placenta, and thereby render the Ex- 
traction leſs facile; or, which is much worſe, 
rudely tear off the Placenta, which ſhould be 
cautiouſly and gently ſeparated; or perhaps 
pull down the Fundus Ureri, and ſo invert the 
"Matrix ; which is a Caſe I have ſeveral times 
met Wich after rough and ignorant Midwifes; 
"which may ſerve às a Warning to others how 
they pull at the String without a Hand in 
the Womb to ſeparate and tel to extract che 


Placenta. 


* 


Now. on the other hand; the dividing of 
the String, as mentioned, can be attended 
with no bad Conſequence, for that Part of 
it which is left upon the Child may be eaſily 
held at the Extremity or elſewhere between 
a Finger and Thumb, by the Perſon in whoſe 
Lap the Child happens to lie, till by another 
** Um be convenientliy tied, EA 


4 *. D here I "ive an Opportunity of ob- 
2 that moſt Midwiſes, (eſpecially — 
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the Country,) uſually tie the String at too 
great a Diſtance from the Child's Belly, and 
thereby occaſion a Weakneſs or Rupthre upon 
that Part; which in Girls oftentimes proves 
of bad enn eſpecially hen they 
come to bear Children themſelves. I am apt 
to be of opinion that this is the Cauſe of 
moſt Umbilical Ruptures; it ſeems to me at 
leaſt to be no unreaſonable Conjecture: But 
1 ſhall leave it to be determined by better 
Judges. It is very certain however that 
more than two Inches of the String itſelf 
from the Navel, (which at this time generally 
ts out a little,) is unneceſſary; whereas 1 
have commonly known Midwifes leave Five 
or Six. 


— 
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CHAP. III. 


Qs be PLACENTA, or After-Birth. 


- HE Placenta, or After-Birth, by 
bome Authors called the Hepar 
a - Uterinum, is never to be leſt 
co be ſhut up in the Womb, 


— n 
IL 
4 


WD 
I 


4 
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natural or not: T never ſuffer the Womb to 


cloſe before it is relieved of its Contents: 
For the Moment the Child is born I flip my 
Right-Hand into the Womb (at which time 


the Parts, on acconnt of their great Dilata- 
tion, will allow of it without Force or Pain,) 
and gently with it aſſiſt in extracting the 
Placenta. By this Method no Miſchief can 
happen; but the Cake may without it ſo ad- 
here to the Fundus Uteri as not to be extracted 
without the Aſſiſtanee of the Hand, which 
cannot afterwards be paſſed without great 
Difficulty and new Pain : There may alſo be 
a Falſe Conception in the Womb; nay even 


-another Child, eſpecially if it — 
Tuis 


Whether the Labour has been 


ö 


— 
228 
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Tuts had been the Caſe of a Woman I 
delivered (now living at Halſted,) had I not 
taken the Method above- mentioned; for one 
Child was born by Natural Pains, and the 
Placenta I found would very eaſily have 
followed : But this Woman had 1 not been 
called, would in all Probability, have been 
put to Reſt with an ematiated ſmall Child in 
her Womb, and its diſtin& Placenta, which 
I found, and Axa mv ay, er her of. 


DO N Is tells us, p. 189. © That if 
ce the Aſter- birth in an Abortion at the end 
© of two or three Months, comes not away, 
It is not worth while to be concerned at 
© it; for it is not big enough to occaſion 
any mortal Symptoms.” But 1 muſt beg 
leave to be of the contrary Opinion; for 1 
have in theſe Miſcarriages frequently obſerved 
great and dangerous Floodings, and other bad 
Symptoms to ariſe from a Retention of the 
After-Burden. Nor would I adyiſe any one 
to traſt to its coming away of its own accord, 
or to leave the Expulfion of it to Nature, as 
| Fm Author Kerne hint. | 


sr to m: M Mie Wha i " 
thus caretul to introdnee her Hand, but only, 
fakes what Nature puts into it, may probably 
- leave 
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leave ſomething. behind, to the great Peril 
and Prejudice of the Woman. The remaining 
Pains are oftentimes imperfe&, and ſo paſs 
under the Appearance and Denomination of 
Aſter- Pains, till a bad Fever is kindled, or 
Hoodings occaſioned ; both which generally 
prove fatal, and might have been pre- 
vented by this Method, which was alſo Da- 
venter s, as may be ſeen in his Treatiſe*, and 
which I believe is the preſent eſtabliſhed Pra- 
ctice of the * Maſters in the Profel: 
ſion. - 


Nox are the 3 of ** Women 


doing very well under the Management of 
Juch Widwifes as never do paſs the Hand, 
any Objettion to this Method, ſince no one 
was ever hurt by it, but thouſands. on the 


contrary, have ſuffered, nay Goh: by the 
Omiſſion thereof. 8 | 


A 


* 1 may be neceſſary perhaps in this place 
to add a Word or two concerning the Ope- 
ration itſelf. The Hand (as before directed,) 
being introduced into the Womb the Moment 
the Child is born, the Placenta, if already 
Jooſened from the Matrix, will eaſily fall 
down into it, 2 lie . within the 


1 


# .@ Hci 1 


t . = = e Hyu4a V+ Hd 


* es. I... to. «Stoud 2 © a6 


On MiDwiFERY. 45 
Mouth of the Womb, ) and by that Means 
may be eaſily graſped, whilſt you draw the 
String a little with the other: This will bring 
it down immediately; but before you do 
this, it is beſt, tho the Cake does not adhere, 
ſo far to paſs your Hand, as to be aſſured 
that there is nothing more remaining. If 
it does adhere, you are very gently, and by 
degrees, to ſeparate the Part from the Ma- 
trix with your Finger, and when looſened 
to draw the String gently, and keep all con- 
tained (as it were,) before the Hollow of 
the Hand, in the Womb, leaving nothing 
behind. This is to be done, if you are at 
the Birth of the Child; but in caſe you are 
ſent for after the Child is born; the Hand 
muſt then be introduced as is here dried, 
and the ſame Method *. N 


Aber often been called many Hours aſter 
the Birth of the Child, and when the String 
has been broke off at or near the Placenta. 
This indeed is a very great Diſadvantage z 
not that the Navel-String, (as the Ignorant 
ſuppoſe) is any Direction or Guide, but be» 
cauſe when the Placenta is looſened it is of 
ſome Help in the Extraction. It is not I con- 
fels L > cafily takes my whole by the Hand 


only ; 
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only; but never the leſs it may thus with 
a be done well, and with Safety. 


Ons great and common Cauſe of bad Las 
bour is the Woman's being put upon it top 
early, whereby ſhe is often much harraſſed, 
and her Strength ſo loſt by unprofitable Pains, 
than hen ſhe comes to be fairly and truly 
in Labour, her Pains, from a Defect of Spi- 
rits cannot riſe to a Height ſufficient for De- 
livery, tho the Make of the Woman and 
Poſture of the Child ſnould happen to favour 
it. So that by this Means that which other- 
wiſe might haye:been an eaſ/ and perfect La- 
bour is rendered otherwiſe, and Art is 
act to fopply the Place of Nature, 


Tus Midwife ſometimes! cannot aiſtins 
guiſh Genuine Pains from Spurious ones ; they 
are often mixed together, and many Wänden 
have ſuch for more than a Month's Time be- 
fore their Delivery as much reſemble true 
Labour. Here a Midwife being ſent for, 
mall frequently, without proper Enquiry, 
that by the Touoh I mean, encourage theſc 
Pains by Hot Suppings, Clyſterr, Cordial Me + 


__ dicines, a warm Room, Oc. and ſo bring on 


NN Labour, to the great Hazard, and 
ſometimes 
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ſometimes the Loſs of both the Mother and 
Child. 


No Woman whatever ſhould be put upon 
her Labour before the Os Tince, or inner 
Orifice of the Womb dilates and opens it- 
ſelf. I have been often called in at the fixth, 
ſeventh, and eighth Month, when the ſmall 
Efforts Nature has at that time made, and 
the Spurious Pains have been ſo far heightened 
by attempting to bring on the Labour, that 
the Mouth of the Womb has been ſo much 
dilated as to give an eaſy Admittance to my 
Hand. Yet there being no Flux from the 
Part, I always choſe rather to quiet my Pa- 
tients by proper Anodynes, and order them 
to keep their Bed, Cc. by which Means 
they have gone their full time, and been 
at laſt happily deliyered. This ſhould ever 
be done when there are no Floodings, Cunvul- 
ſions, or other threatening Symptoms, which 
call for a ſpeedy and immediate Delivery, 
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CHAP. W. 


Of FELOO 0 * s. 


9; Nt 
: 1 from the Uterus. As both the 


cem are . to inoſculate with thoſe 
of the Uterus; it is plain to every Capacity, 
that a Separation of theſe muſt neceſſarily 
be followed by this Diſcharge, and that it 
cannot be ſtopped till the Mouths of theſe 
Veſſels have contracted themſelyes, which 


they cannot poſſibly do, as long as the 
Womb is diſtended with its Contents. So 


that at what Time ſoever of Pregnancy a 
Woman happens to be afflicted with Flood- 
ings, ſhe muſt be delivered; eſpecially if 
they flow to any great Degree, and, (as for 
the moſt part it happens,) the Mouth of the 
Womb is much dilated ; that is, if it will 
eafily-receive two Fingers: Nothing in this 

Caſe 


* LOODINGS proceed from 


Veins and Arteries of the Pla. 
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Caſe: but - timely Delivery, by which ere it 
be too late the gaping» Veſſels may contract 
Way gs can A oy * pet | 


F. ROM # Want of this many fatal Hoes. 
morrhages have happened, in which near the: 
whole Maſs of Blood has been exhauſted. 
Few Midwifes are ſufficiently appriſed of 
this unhappy Symptom, which calls loudly 
for the beſt Advice and Aſſiſtance, as being 
a eve on n which EE of the oy are loft. 

1 1 

1 after Daltdery . 
quent, even when the Delivery is compleat 
and nothing remains behind. This may 
happen from ſeparating / the Placenta too 
haſtily, from the Patient's being much heated 
in a long and hard Labour, from the Blood's 
being rendered too hot and thin by Volatiles 
and other ſtrong Medicines given in Labour 
in order to ſupport the Spirits, or from a 
very ſanguine and Plathorse Conſtitutiom 1 
ſay, that Hloodings' may and oſtentimes do 
happen when nothing is leſt in the Womb: 
But when there is either a falſe Conception, 
or part of the Placenta remaining, Nature 
will doubtleſs. endeavour to expel it, andthis 
muſt in-Courſe force the Blood out of the 
Veſſels whoſe: Orifices are not yet- cloſed; It 
allo ariſes when from long and hard Labour, 

E. che 
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the Fibres of the Womb are in a great mea- 
ſure grown wnelaſtick, and deprived of their 
Tone or Power of Contrattion: So that much 
Room remaining within, whilſt perhaps the 
Mouth or O, Tincae is ſtreightened, there 
ſhall be large Clods formed, which will ne- 
ceſſarily occaſion Diſtention and Pain. One 
Clod again, being expelled, the Veſſels will 
ſometimes bleed a-new, and form freſh 


Ir by more than ordinary Pain, there 
ſeems to be any thing remaining, it is proper 
to make Enquiry, by the Touch, and if poſ- 
fable. to fetch it away. If this is not to be 
done, that is, if there is no Dilatation of 
the Os Tincae, then proper Medicines are to 
be given; in order to facilitate the Expulſion 
and ſtay the Flux, whilſt the Woman is kept 
col. nnr. * 79 


Wu the Diſcharge is very great, it re- 
aquires the moſt immediate Regard, or the 
unhappy Woman now juſt delivered, freed 
from her Pains and Fears, and fluſhed as it 
were with new Life, will be infallibly loſt. 
ln this Caſe I never bleed, but lay the Patient 
very cool, almoſt naked, and cover her Body 
with Cloths dipped in Water, or Vinegar and 
Water mixed. This I ſay muſt be done when 
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the Flux is extremely violent, and without 
which the Woman's Life would be loſt in's 
few Minutes: It at onee-conftringes and re- 
ſtores the Tone of the Fibres and Yeſſels of 
the Uterus, at the ſame time that it abates 
the too violent Motion of the over-heated 
Blood. 


Tuo s that want farther Information on 
this Subject I ſhall refer to Dr. Chamberlen, 
Daventer, Dionis and others, who have treated 
fully of it, and ſo proceed to give an Account 
of ſome remarkable Caſes and Obſervations 
that have occurred to me in Practice, and 
which-I-hope will prove ſerviceable and ad- 
vantageous to all ſuch as make Min wirzxr 
their Profeſſion. 
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Dos * | 
HO e of the 05 Tincae 
** * * Reſtorrd. E745 - 


a N - - 


N the Year 1710 I was called 
to a Woman who had very nar- 
122 eſcaped-with Life in ſome 
of her former Labours. I found 

| 2 0 Mouth of the Womb fairly 
dilated, even enough to have allowed of the 
Hand, a large Vater gathered, together with 
other uſual Symptoms of a natural Labour. 


Her cen were but ſhort and imper- 


fett, nor did they increaſe by the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Warm Suppings; upon which I or- 
_ her to Bed, to take a compoſing 


Draught, 
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Draught, and keep quiet. Her Pains by this 
Means went wholly off, the Os Tincae in ſome 
meaſure contracted it ſelf, and ſhe went three 
Weeks longer, which was her full time ; and 
had then a kind and ſpeedy * | 


CASE IL 


5s cel of . Infame 10 h alone 
| Delivery. 


Woman who had been twice or thrice 

delivered by a Man, of Children that 
always (preſented with the Head, which the 
Operator took a fatal Freedom with, viz: the 
Hook, at laſt ſent ſor me early in Labour: 
I found the Mouth of the Womb fairly di⸗ 
lated, a large Water gathered; and the Pains 
true and good, whereby the Membranes were 
ſoon broken. The Child lay in a right Pe- 
ſture, but the Head preſſing directly upon the 
Os Pubis, it made no Advance, tho' after a 
fair Trial of an Hour's Pains, which were 
good and not flow. I propoſed to deliver her, 
giving Hopes at the ſame time of the Child, 
and promiſing to uſe no Inſtrument; but 
this was not yet allowed of, and ſo I was 
forced to deſiſt, till at laſt the Woman began 
to grow weak, and the Pains abated of their 


E 3 Force. 
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ik fit; upon which I put the Woman into 
a proper Fofture, viz. with her Hips raiſed 
higher than her Shoulders, then gently paſ- 
ſing my Hand into the Womb, I took the 
Child by the Feet, and ſo delivered her in 
two or three Minntes, with great Eaſe and 
Safety; but the Child was already dead by 
the long Delay. I attended her alſo in a ſe- 
cond Labour, which proved juſt the ſame : 
Upon which I declared that it was my Opi- 
nion the Child might have been ſaved, had I 
been allowed to deliver her ſome Hours ſooner, - 
and as ſoon as the Membranes broke, or rather 
as ſoon as the Mouth of. the Womb would 
allow my Hand. I had then a Promiſe both 
from herſelf and her Friends, that if ever 
I happened again to attend her in the like 
| Caſe, I ſhould proceed as my on judgment 
dictated. Accordingly, I was called a third 
time, and then in the ſame Manner delivered 
her eaſily and happily of a living Child. 
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CASE HI. * 
A Child preſenting with its HEA p, 
extracted by Art, after 4 long and 


| fenitleſs Waiting for the Force of 
Natural Pains. g 


A Gentlemen of a very weak Conſtitu- 


tion fell gradually and naturally into 
Labour; the Mouth of the Womb was cafily 
and fairly dilated, a good Mater gathered, 
and the Child preſented right: but her Pains 
could not by all poſſible Encouragement 
be raiſed to that Height as to bring the Child 
into the World, or indeed break the Waters, 
whilſt ſhe could hardly be ſupported from 
fainting, tho* there was no Loſs of Blood in 
the leaſt to occaſion it. Finding the Pains 
could not by Oil of Cimemon, (which by the 
way is one of the beſt Medicines that can 
be given in this Caſe,) and other proper Re- 
medies be brought to give ſufficient Force, 
or Stimulus, I thought it neceſſary to have 
recourſe to Art, an ſo wick great Eaſe as 
well to my Patient as n felt, paſſed my 
Hand, and in ont Me delivered her of 
the Child: 1 Iike fe Geftvered her at diffe- 


rent times of three more Children in the 
E 4 ſame 
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ſame Manner, but did not wait ſo long as at 
MAarſt; for finding; the Parts would allow of 
it, I made no Delay, but delivered her as 
ſoon after my Arrival as I could make pro- 


per Preparations, and ever with Safety both 


to her ſelf and Er all We are * 
living, | 


CASE VI. 


mA 2 ant advancing with" its Head, 
ani born a, far as the — 
A ftioking there, extratied. ” 


» 


N 1712 I was called to a Woo: who 

had lain ten or twelve Hours with the 
Head of the Child born as far as the Shoul- 
ders; but the Mid wife being ignorant of the 
Pains going off, ſuffered the Infant to ſtop 
there. I immediately ſliped my Fingers un- 
der the Arm. pits of the Child, and ſo pre- 
preſently delivered her, with little or * 
Difficulty. 1 
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CASE V. 


A Woman with» her Belly hanging down 
ſo far as to hinder the Hand from 
Being paſſed into the Womb, how 


" Gelivered.” 


was called to a Woman who had been 
| long in Labour, and in very great Pain. 
The Midwife very frankly and honeſtly told 
me that ſhe could not poſſibly come at the 
leaſt Knowledge of any Part of the Child, 
or the Mouth of the Womb: Indeed it 
could not well be otherwiſe by the. common 
Enquiry; for I found her Belly, (the Body of 
the Womb hanging quite over the Os Pubis,), 
like a large Bagg extending it ſelfalmoſt down 
to her Knees, ſo that thoꝰ her Pains were very 
great, yet there was not the leaſt Direction 
to the Vagina. I put her into a. proper Po- 
ſture, with her Shoulders laid low, and her 
Hips raiſed high with Pillows; This done, 
her Body was held, (or as it were thruſt) up 
to her Breaſt: I then paſſed my Hand call | 
into the Womb, the Os Tincae being ſuffi- 
ciently dilated, and by turning the Child 
delivered her in a few Minutes: But the 
Bones of this Infant were I think more brittle 
than ordinary ; for fetching down one of the 
| Arms 
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Arms with my Finger, it ſnapped like a Piece 
of Glaſs, This Accident I freely confeſs has 
three or four times befallen me, and it is 
carefully to be guarded againſt in fetching 
down the Arms, tho they are eaſily cured, 
becauſe the Bones in this Infantile State are 
extremely ſoft and cartilaginous, and ſo will 
eaſily yield a Callys, This Woman was ſo 
well, that at the end of three Weeks ſhe walked 
above four Miles to me with the Child in her 
Arms in order to have it dreſſed, 


CASR YL 
Another Inſtance of the ſame. 


OME Years after this I was called to 
another Woman where the Caſe was 
nearly the fame, her Belly hanging down 
like the former, and her Pains having very 
little Force on, or Direction to; the Vins. 
This Woman I laid on her Side, and only 
ordered her Body to be preſſed or born up 
in her Pains, which were true and ftrong ; 
upon which the Child pitched right for 
Birth, and the Woman was happily delivered. 
in about an Hour's Time. 


CASE: 
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CASE VII. 


This and the Six following ſhew the 
Danger of FLOODINGS- 


13 H E Wiſe of a Clergyman in the ſeventh 
Month of her Pregnancy had a ſudden 
Diſcharge of ſome Ounces of Blood from the 
Womb: I being conſulted, told her theNature 
of the Caſe, and the Danger of it: I adviſed 
her to bleed at the Arm, and preſcribed her 
ſome Aſtringent Medicines; telling her at the 
ſame time that if the Flux ſhould return in 
any conſiderable Degree ſhe muſt if poſſible 
be delivered. This ſeemed very ftrange both 
to her and her Husband ; I then endeavoured 
to give them a true Knowledge of the Dan. 
ger that (when there ſhould he a Return of 
the Diſorder,) I might be the more readily 
allowed to do hat ſhould be neceſſary. In- 
deed beyond my Expectation ſhe remained 
free from the threatening Symptom till within 
a ſeœC Days of her Aceount; but then it re- 
turned with greater Van und without 
Pain. I was ſent for at four Miles Diſtance: 
When I came the Flux was ſeemingly ſtoped, 
that is, it did not continue to appear, tho* the 
Veſſels were then bleeding : For the Blood 
coagulating, had for a while obſtrufted and 
blocked 
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blocked up the Paſſage. I declared that ſhe 
could be ſafe only by Delivery, which ſhould 
be done 'immediately in caſe the Mouth of 
the Womb would allow of it, which I hoped 
it would, and accordingly deſired 1 might 
be permitted to make the Enquiry ; but that 
was not granted me. I then pronounced 
the Danger, and made a poſitive Prognoſtick 
that if ſhe was not delivered immediately, 
or at the very next Return of the Flux, it 


would afterwards-be too late to attempt it; 
for the Flooding in courſe- is ſtill greater as 


the Placenta is more ſeparated. I was defired 


to attend, and promiſed upon the next Ap- 
pearance that ſhould. have Liberty to do as 
I judged proper: I waited. for. two whole 


Days, and was then obliged to go ſome Miles 


diſtance upon other Buſineſs: I returned in 
leſs than three Hours, but too late; for du- 
ring that time ſhe was ſeized with a violent 
Dilcharge: From the vaſt Quantity of Blood 
that was loſt, the ſlow | creeping Pulſe ſhe 
had, and the Faintings and Convulſions that 
had ſeized upon her, I declared it now im- 
poſſible for her to live, how happy ſoever 1 
might be in the Operation ſhould I attempt 
it ; which yet, after this Prognoftick at the 
joint Requeſt of herſelf, her Husband and 


Friends, 1 could not well refuſe,” nor indeed 


could I otherwiſe have n it to my 
| | own 
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on Conſcience. The Os Tincae was fully 
dilated, and the Child but ſmall, ſo that with- 
out the leaſt Difficulty or Reſiſtance I paſſed 
my Hand, and taking the Child by the 
Feet, delivered her in leſs than one Minute 
from the time of - my approaching her Bed- 
Side of both- Child and After- Birth, which 
lay wholly ſeparated, and the Child conſe- 
quently dead, I indeed expekted her Death 
every Moment, but ſhe lived two Hours, and 
then expired. It is very plain this unhappy 
wilful Lady was loſt by not being delivered 
ſooner: And as this is a Rock on which 
many of the Sex are caſt away I ſhall give 
another Inſtance or two, in es: to warn 
them of the Danger. =, 


- 


CASE VIII. 


1 Was called to a Woman who at the time 
of her Account fell into violent Floodings, 
with little or no Pain. When I came ſhe had 
loſt a prodigious Quantity of Blood; and 
the Mouth of the Womb being fully dilated 
J paſſed my Hand, and taking the Child 
by the Feet delivered her in a few Minutes 
with great Eaſe, and without the Loſs of 
any more Blood in the Operation. She had 
notwithſtanding frequent Faintings, tho? all 
that could poſſibly be biren f to make 1 * = 
85 
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Loſs, and ſupport her, as Chic len- Brot h, Sac l. 
Whey, proper Cordials, &c. were admini- 
ſtered: But it all proved to no purpoſe, for 
in about fix Hours time ſhe expired. 


CASE IX. 


O ON after this I was called to another 
Woman nearly in the ame Caſe, whom 
I treated in like Manner; ſhe too had Faint- 
ings every two or three Minutes to a very 
great Degree, and oftentimes indeed ſeemed 
quite gone. I confeſs I wholly deſpaired of 


her Life, but being of a ſtrong and healthy 


Conſtitution ſhe had the good Fortune to 


recover, 


CASE X. 


A Woman who had ſpoke to me to attend 
her was taken within” three Weeks of 
her Time with a ſiriall Diſcharge of Blood 
from the Womb. Upon this (as I after- 
wards heard,) the ſent for one of her Ae- 
quaintance, who being ignorant of the Caſe 


' 


perſuaded her that there was no Danger. A 


* while after ſhe was attacked with a ſecond 


Diſcharge, at length with a third, and then 
was ſent for. I found her extremely weak, 
and ftill Flooding, and was only told that ſhe 


— 
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was taken fo that Day, and that I was im- 
mediately called in. I declared that nothing 
could poſſibly ſave her Life but delivering 
of her, and was indeed in hopes that That 
would. The Mouth of the Womb being 
' Wholly relaxed and dilated, I paſſed my Hand 
and taking the Child by the Fret delivered 
her with much Eaſe in two or three Mi- 
nutes 3 but the Moment ſhe was delivered 
 ſheexpired. | I then began to ſuſpect that 

there had been ſome Concealment; and tax- 
ing thoſe that were about” her with it, they 
readily confeſſed that thee was a much 
larger Quantity of Blood diſcharged that 
Day, than what they had informed me of, 
as likewiſe for ſeveral Days before they ſent 
for me; ignorantly thinking becauſe ſhe had 
very little Pain that the was not in Labour, 
and that ſhe therefore ſtood in need of no 
Aſliſtance. But this Folly was paid for A 
the 3 af the poor Woman's Life. 


4 Fr 


CASE 1 


A Poor unhappy Gearlewoatar, Daughiter 
to a - worthy Clergyman eighteen Miles 
diſtant from me, ſent to me in a Caſe of 
Floodings. By the Account I received, I told 
her Brother (who came for me,) that ſhe 
was probably by that time dead. Accord- 


ingly, 
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« ingly, when I arrived I was told that the un? 


fortnnate Lady had been dead for ſeveral. 
Hours, and that ſhe expired a little after the 
Meſſenger ſet out for me. 


A little before the time of her Account 
it ſeems ſhe was taken with a ſudden and 
violent Flooding with little Pain: Her Mid- 
wife told her the muſt wait for the Force of 
Nature, but ſent to one for Advice who, 
after the Loſs of ſuch a prodigious Quantity 
of Blood as ſhe had ſuſtained, imprudently 
ordered her to loſe ten or twelve Ounces more 
at the Arm. Being now. flattered with a 
ſmall Ceſſation of the Flux, and ignorant 
of the Caſe, they waited for Pain, which 
was not then to be hoped for, but expected 
not Death, which to a judicious Perſon muſt 
have ſeemed unavoidable. One of her Friends. | 
indeed had more Knowledge than the reſt, 
and was of Opinion that ſhe ought to be 
delivered; but the Midwife reſiſted and ſaid, 
That ſhe never yet had forced a Labour, and 
that ſhe would not begin then; terrifying the 
unhappy: Sufferer by telling her that if ſhe 
was. delivered ſhe would certainly die. Thus 
were they infatuated, and the only Means 
prevented by which ſhe could poſſibly have 
been ſayed. In this Condition ſhe lay all 
Night, and the next Morning (which was 

the 
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the time I was ſent for,) the Flux returned; 
they had Recourſe a ſecond time to their 
Adviſer, who raſhly ordered her to looſe 
more Blood at the Arm. This was agreed to 
by ſome of the Women about her, and oppoſed 
by others; but whilſt the Matter was in de- 
bate the unfortunate Mother fell into Faint- 
ings and Convulſions, and ſo expired there 
happening a litcle before her Death an Ex- 
pulſion of the Placenta. Thus was this poor 
Lady loſt in the very Bloom of Life through 
the Ignorance and Obſtinacy of her Mid wife, 


e CAS E XII. 


Was ſent for to a Gentlewoman who had 

-* deſired me to attend in the Houſe, in 
order to be conſulted by the Midwife z or, 
if the Caſe ſhould require it, to deliver her 
my ſelf. When I came I found her in-ſmalt 
Pain, and attended upon by a very good 
Midwife, one of known Judgment and Mos 
defty. By this Perſon I was informed that 
the Os Tincae began to open a little, whilſk 
there were ſeveral Cloths already ſtained, 
tho? not to ſuch a Degtee as to be, called 
Flooding ;, tho that was much to be feared; 
for this Symptom appearing early in Labour 
F generally 
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generally threatens it: I immediately pro. 


poſed the calling in the late learned Sir 


RIcu ARD BTIACEK MORE, Who was Phy- 
fician to the Family and lived very near, 
and one to whom 1 had the Honour of be- 
ing well known. This was agreed to, and 
Sir Ric hard was with us in about an Hour's 
Time, during which I ordered my Patient 
to be kept cool, ond gave her Acids and 
other proper Medicines in Red Wine and 
Water. By Sir Ric bard's Preſcription the 
Flux abated, and the Pains increaſing, Labour 
came on early in the Morning, The Mid- 
wife again informed me that the Poſture of 
the Child was exactly right, the Mouth of 
the Womb fully dilated, and the Waters for 
ſome time broke; the Pains being very true 
and ſtrong ; but added that che Head of the 
Child fell no lower than it had been for ſome 
Hours before, She then deſired I would take 
her Seat, which I did, and found all things 
exactly as above-mentioned. 1 fat for above 
Half an Hour, hoping for and expecting a 
natural Birth, but finding at length that Na. 
ture was not able of herſelf to perform it, I 
had recourſe to Art, and fo turned the Child 
with great Safety in a few Minutes. This 
Lady was of a Plethoric Habit, and having 
been much heated by long Labour and great 


* 
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Pain, together with ſeveral warm and Cerdigo 
Medicines, (which, as the Poſture of the Child 
was right, were given her in hopes that Na- 
ture might have done the Work herſelf,) the 
fell in about an Hour's Time after her De- 
livery, when we thought all was well, and I 
juſt about to take my Leave, into the moſt 
violent Flooding 1 ever ſaw. I was obliged im- 
mediately 'to cover her Body with Cloths 
diped in Oxycrate, repeating them as they 
grew warm, and this for above half an 
Hour together ; by which Means the Flux 
at firſt was a little abated, and at length 
ſtoped, whilſt we gave her ſeveral Draughts 
of cool and Acid Liquors to drink. Sir Ri- 
chard at her firſt being ſeized with this dread- 
ful Symptom was again ſent for, and hap- 
pened to come in juſt as the Flux was fo 
far ſtayed as to allow of taking away the 
wet Cloths, and laying her dry. She was 
ſo exceſſively cold, and her Pulſe ſo low from 
the vaſt Loſs of Blood, that Sir Richard 
thought ſhe was dying. But taking down ſome 
warm Suppings as well as Cordial Medicines 
ordered by the Doctor, ſhe was quickly able 
to bear warming without a Return of the Hae- 
morrhage. By this Method ſhe ſoon revived, 
and is ſtill living. Sir Richard was pleaſed 


to ſay that 1 had ſteered exactly between 
F 2 the 
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the two Extremes ;. that he ſhould never have 
ſeen the Lady alive with leſs cool Applica- 
tions, at tie ſame time that ſhe could not 
poſſibly have lived with a longer Continuance 
of them. This Method may perhaps at firſt 
fight be looked upon by ſome as too harſh 
and deſperate; but it will, 1 preſume, be 
ſoftened in my Reader's Opinion, when 
it is conſidered that certain Death would in a 
few Minutes have exhibited a much more 
diſmal Scene. 


CASE XII. 


Woman who ſuppoſed herſelf to be 

& three Months gone with Child was 
taken with a Flooding, When l came to her 
I found the Os Tincae ſo tar opened as to al- 
| low of two Fingers, and a Subſtance preſſing 
down, eſpecially- in her Pains, which were of 
no great Force. I ſoon introduced a third 
Finger, and by degrees ſo far dilated the 
Mouth of the Womb as to paſs all my 
Fingers behind the Subſtance ſo as to com- 
mand it, and taking the Auvantage of a Pain, 
Which was now ſtronger from the Stimulus 
occaſioned by the Irritation of my Fingers, 
1 found it to be a firm fiſhy Subftance, and 
| "Fd 
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ſo happily delivered her of a Falſe Concep- 
tion. 


I could here give many Inſtances of this 
kind, as well as of young Milcarriages, in 
which the Aſſiſtance given, and Method to 
be taken are pretty much the (ame. When 
there is no Flooding or conſiderable Loſs of 
Blood, Nature may be allowed her own time; 
but when the Diſcharge is great, as before ad- 
vanced, as ſpeedy a Delivery as poſſible is 
required, whilſt the Flux 1s to be reſtrained by 
proper Medicines, and cooling Applications. 


CAS BY IV. +53 


of the Vagina coming down before the 
Head of the * 


Was called to a a ** as ſoon 

as her Pains had any conſiderable degree 
of Strength, the Vagina came down before the 
Head of the Child, hanging far out of the 
Body. This by an ignorant Midwite, who 
was firſt with her, was taken for a Vater, 
and accord: ingly ſhe had ſcratched and en- 
deavoured to break the Membrane, as ſhe 
foolithly thought it. A ſecond Midwife was 


thereypon called, who a knew 
5 F734 what 
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what it was, and attempted to re-place it and 
keep it up, but all in vain. The Head of 
the Child would not advance, and conti- 
nued ſtill to keep the Yagina before it, and 
at every Pain thruſt it quite out of the Bedy. 
When I came, having firſt laid her Shoulders 
low, with her Hips raiſed, I returned the 
Part, and at the ſame time paſſed my Hand, 
and delivered her with much Eaſe of a 
living Child in about the Space of two 
en 


CASE XV. 


A Child advancing. with its Feet, but 
Popping at the Head, how extracted. 


Was ſent for to a Woman where the 

Child preſented with the Feet; the Mid- 
wife had gotten all but the Head, which 
ſtuck faſt, and had ſo done for four Hours. 
I immediately introduced my Hand ſo as 
to pals two Fingers into the Infant's Mouth, 
by which, pulling gently at the Neck with 
the other Hand, and moving the Head ten- 
derly to and fro, L delivered en Eaſt 
and Safety. 
2 eu 8 E 
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CASE XVI. 
A Child extracted ly the Forceps: 


1 Was ſent for to a Woman in Labour, 

where the Child came right, with the 
Head ſo far advanced and ſo low in the V- 
gina that the Midwife had expected it every 
Pain, for ſome Hours. The Pains came 
pretty thick and ſtrong, but began at length 
to abate, the poor Woman beitig much weak- 
ned and fatigued. Here I immediately, (as 
I have before directed, introduced the For- 
Ceps, and ſo delivered her of a Son, who 
SED his Mother i iS now living. 


CASE XVI. 
A Child txtraited with the Fillet. 


OON after I was called to a Woman 
where the Caſe was nearly the ſame ; but 
ſhe being much terrified at the Thought or 
Name of an Inſtrument, I promiſed not to 

make uſe of one. Here 1 only paſſed a 

Fillet over the Head, and thereby delivered 

herin a few Minutes of a living Child. This 
Method of extracting with the Fillet is an 
A F 4 Art 


( 
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Art known but to very few, and I ſhall only 
obierve farther, that it is not always practi- 
cable, even When” che Head is far advanced; 
nor ſhould it ever indeed be attempted. but 
by a very Ain l 

3 . a 


_ 0 4 8 E XVIII. 


= 


e — delivered of. Ties 


Was ſent for five and. twenty Miles di- 
tance to a Woman that had been deli- 
vered of one Child eighteen Hours before; 
by paſſing my Hand I delivered her of ano- 
ther which had been long dead, and a dou- 
ble Placenta. have been called too to a 
Woman who "had one Child born twenty-four 
Hours before my Arrival: When | came, 1 
delivered her of another lividg one, and 
of two diſtin Placentas. By the way, 1 
have very often found the Plat entas diſtinct 
with Twins , tho? for the generality: they are 
joined, and make but one Cake, each Child 
being contained in a Fr MARRY: or 
Partition.. 
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CASE NMX. 


'A Woman delivered of Three Abortive 
Children. *, 


Was once called in to a Woman who had 
mo Abortive Children born before I came 
to her; 1 delivered her of a third, and each 
had its different Placenta. There was no- 
thing in the leaſt particular in this Caſe, but 
the Mother's having Three, and one of them 
living for the Space of twenty-four Hours, 
tho the was but. fix Months gone with 
Child, | | | 


CASE XX. 
of an Infant whoſe Chin ſtuck * 
| ved! the Os Pubis. Ty 


Was deſired to —— a Gentlewoman 

- whoſe Labour had hitherto been natural 
and- free from all bad Symptoms. The Pains 
were come to a good. Degree of Strength, 
inſomuch that the Midwite- expected a few 
more would have given her the Head of the 
Child; but after ſome Expettation, it made 
no farther Advance, nor would it come any 
lower. 1 had been in waiting for a whole 

5 Hour 


Hour before the Midwiſe would refien her 
Seat, which at laſt wich mnch-Entreaty ſhe 
did; when ſlipping my Fingers by the cad, 
1 petcefvgd that. the Face of the Child lay 
ſideways, and the Cin hung upon the Os Pu- 
bis. This with my Finger I releaſed, and 
drew back my Hand, telling the Mid wife ex- 
actly how the Caſe ſtood, and that a few 
Pains more would anſwer. Accordingly, the 
{cond or third Pain gave us a living Child, 


>. 


CASE XXL 


Av Tifam with its Face towards the 
Os Pubis extratted in that Poſture, 


Was called to a Gentlewoitian whoſe La- 
bour came on in a natural Manner; the 
Child preſented with its Head, but not falling 
readily down into the Vagina, which I had 
feuſon to expett from the Violence of the 
Pains, I was allowed to make à proper En- 


quity, and found the Face lying towards the 
Os Pubis, I encouraged her Pain as much as 


I could; and gave her the beſt Aſſiſtance in 
# common way. Her Labour indeed was 
hard and tedious; but as 1 hoped: for a ſmall 
Advance from 8 the was ac length 
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happily and ſafely delivered, with the Child 
in that Poſture. 


CASE XXII. 


A Child with its Face towards the 
Os Pubis extracted ly Turning. 


| A Lady of ſome Diſtinction ſent for me, 

whoſe Caſe in many Circumſtances was 
the ſame as the former. The Fice came to- 
wards the Os Pubis, but the Head being di- 
rected wholly againſt the Bone, it did not 
in any of the Pains, (which were very ſtrong,) 
fall down any lower, but remained in the 
fame Situation. After a ſufficient Trial in 
different Poſtures, without any Advantage, 
I declared that there muſt be another Method 
taken, and that the muſt be delivered by Art. 
In this I had the joint Concurrence of ano- 
ther of the ſame Profeſſiony, who was called 
in upon this Occaſion. The Lady now wholly 
reſigning herſelf to my Care, 1 put her in a 
proper Poſture, (oſten mentioned in this 
Book,) and by Turning the Child, delivered 
her ſafely in about two Minuets of a living 
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An Infant extraited with one Part of 
the Forceps on. 


A Lady of my Acquaintance was in La- 

bour, where the Child had lain very low 
for the Space of twenty-four Hours, iu a na- 
tural Poſture; After two Midwifes had long 


N attended, and found their Endeavouts of no 


Service, and the Pains gone off, I was ſent 
for. Here 1 only paſſed one Part of the 
Forceps over the Head and taking the Advan- 
tage of the firſt Pain, delivered her by preſ- 
ſing the Head down towards the Os Sacrum, 
but in ſuch a mazner as to avoid, as much as 
poſſible, any Preſſure on the Woman's Side. 


C As E XXIV. 


4 Child * looſe in the Want, and 
preſenting with its Head, turned, and 
extratte 4 | — 


Was fora for to a Woman who fell ints 
Labour in a kind and natural way, with 
very ſtrong Pains for fix or eight Hours to- 
gether. 
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gether. When 1 came I found the Os Tincae 
fully dilared, and a very large Water colle- 
fed, and bearing in ber Pains quite out of 
her Body. | immediately broke the Aſem- 
branes, (which 1 did by penetrating them 
with my Tent-Probe) from whence came a 
Diſcharge of a conſiderable Quantity of Wa- 
ter, The Child lay loofe in the Womb, in 
no particular Poſture, tho? it ſeemed, if any 
thing, to offer the Head; but there was no 
reaſon now to put her upon a freſh Labour, 
fince | found it was an eafy matter to paſs 
my Hand and deliver her; which I accord- 
ingly did, by taking the Child by the Feet, 
and bringing it forth immediately. The 
Child was born in good Strength, lying very 
eaſy in the Womb, and in no wiſe a Sufferer 
by Preſſure in the Labour. Here the only 
Hindrance, cr that which prevented a very 
good and quick Dilivery, appeared to be the 
uncommon Thickneſs and Strength of the 
Membranes, which is what I have feveral 
times met with, 
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CASE XXV. 


Three Children preſenting with their 
Arms, turned and extracted. 


Delivered a Woman three times ſucceſſively 
> where the Water: gathering, and the 
Pains increaſing to a proper Degree of 
Strength, the Membranes broke, and thruſt 
out one of the Child's Arms. The Paſſages 
and Pelvss were fo large that I found no 
Difficulty in patling my Hand, and then ta- 
king the Child by the Feer, I delivered her 
in lefs then a Minute each time. All the 
Children are now living except the firſt, 
which had been dead for ſome time before I 
was ſent for. The laſt time (as 1 had be- 
fore deſired ſhe would,) the called me in 
as ſoon as ever the perceived herſelf to be in 
Labour; I found the Mouth of the Womb 
relaxed, and open enough to receive my 
Hand : I then broke the Membranes, and was 
immediately ſaluted with the Infant's. Hand, 
but choſe his Feet rather at this time, and ſo 
delivered her directly. I may here perhaps 
to ſome Perſons appear to have ſhewn much 
Haſte; but in anſwer to this, I muſt obſerve, 

| that 


On MTDwWI PERI. 79 


that the Woman was of ſo happy a Make, 
that even in her fuſt Labour, when the Na- 
ters had been long loſt, and the Parts more 
compreſs d and ſtreighten'd, when the Child's 
Arm had been for ſome time out of the Bo- 
dy, and the Mother much ſpent, ſhe was 
deliver'd with Eaſe and Safety: How much 
more Reaſon then had I to expect the lame 
with the Room and other Advantages | now 
had? Beſides, (as you ſce | really found it,) 
it was highly probable that this Child would 
preſent as the reſt did: But in caſe it had 
been otherwiſe, no Delivery could poſſibly, 


in this Subject, have been more ſafe and eafy 


than this Was: For the poor Woman, who 
in her former Labours had been much weak. 
ened by Pain and the fruitleſs Endeavours 
of the Midwife, who pulled with great Force 
at the Child's Arm, was now as well and as 
ſtrong at the Tenth Day, as before at the 
Month's . 


CASE XXVI. 
A Dead Child extrafed with the Hook. 


ie Se preſenting with the Head, upon 
the Woman's being brought very low, 
At * Pains abating, died in that Poſture. 
Many 
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Many Medicines were given to no purpoſe, 

and two or three Midwives were called fot 
one after another, for the Space of three Days; 
but no more Pains returning, which was what 
they had all flatteced themſelves with the 
Hopes of, I was ſent for; and it plainly ap- 
pearing, by the Excoriation of the Crown of 
the Child's Head, and its foerid Scent, that I 
Had a perfect Cadaver to deal with : I here 
uſed the Hook,” as being leſs painful and trou- 
bleſome to the Woman than any other In- 
ſtrument, carefully guarding it as before di- 
rected ; which is the ſafeſt and ea ſieſt Wax 
of Delivery, when you are certain the Chitd 
is dead, and is · indeed the only Cafe in which 
its Uſe is allowable. 


: CA 8 E Povir: 
Two Children aa by the Feet after 


the Membranes were broke. 


Was ſent. for to a Woman where the 
_ ® Membranes of two Children were broke; 

for in paſling my Hand, the Infants were in 
ſuch a Poſition, that J found it amongſt a 
number of Hands and Feet, The Waters had 
been ſo long loſt, and the Contrattion of the 


Parts fo * that I found ſome Difficulty, 
© not 


' 
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not in diſtinguiſhing a Foot from a Hand, but 
in pairing the Legs; which, when by paſſing 
my Hand up to the Grein 1 had done, and 
diſintangled it from the reſt, I brought the 
firſt Child away by the Feet ; and afterwar 
the Second, but. with greater Eaſe, in the 
lame Manner: then immediately paſſing my 
Hand, I gently ſeparated a large double Pla- 
centa, (which adhered a little more than 
uſual,) and fo drew it away by the two 
Mavel-Srings, | 

* 


CASE XXVII. 


A Woman delivered of a dead Foetus 
after the Birth of a living Child. 


A Large Child was born' by natural iN 

& in about two Hours after the Mother 
was taken in Labour: I attended her, and 
paſſing my Hand, (as my, conſtant Practice 


is,) into the Womb the Moment the Infant 
was Worn, in order ta receive the Placenta, 


I found another Child : I then delivered her 
of a decayed Child, about the Bignels of a 
Foetus in the Sixth Month, and of two diſtinct 
Placenta's. Now had an ignorant Midwife 
been concerned in this Caſe, who had only 
taken the fir Child and Afrer-Birth, the laſt 

41 would 
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would probably have been left behind, and 
ſo either violent Floodings, or a bad Fever 
would have enſued: and as the Woman 
was before very ill and extremely weak, it 


would very likely have coſt Her her Life. 


CASE XXIX. 


A Head /. eparated and left behind in the 
Womb, extracted with the Crotchet. 


A Child preſenting with its Feet, 3 
to ſtick at the Head, and the Midwife 
pulling hard, the Neck wholly ſeparated from 
the Body, and the Head was left behind. I 
immediately paſſed my Left Hand into the 
wv omb, and taking the Head in the Hollow of 
my Hand, I carefully introduced the Crot- 
chet, keeping the Point all the way againſt my 
Arm, and fixed it in the Head, (which being 
of a globular Figure, and fomewhat ſlippery, 
is not to be done without Dithculty,) and ſo 
drew it away, diligently guarding the Point 
of the Hook, leſt it ſhould flip and woupd the 
Woman. However large the Head happens to 
be, the Crotcher, with due Care, will deſtroy 
its Texture, 180 extract it; but the Knife, 
which Mauriceau ſo much recommends*, is 
I think, a very dangerous Infttument; nor 


ought it eyer to be made uſe of on this 
Occaſion, CASE 
* | * P. 189. 
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CASE XX. 


4 os. 2 killed by an Inverſion of the 
Matrix. 


1 Was, in the greateſt Haſte, ſent for to a 

Woman Six Miles diſtant from me, to 
whom I haſtened with all poſſible Speed, but 
found on my Arrival, that ſhe had been dead 
near half an Hour. I conjectured ſhe had 
died by Flooding ;, but upon asking the Que. 
ſtion was anſwered in the Negative, The 
Midwite however. told me, that the After- 
Birth ſtuck ſo faſt in one Part that ſhe was 
not able with all her Strength to take it from 
her, tho%ſhe had gained moſt of it. Upon 
this I defired the Favour of ſeeing the Corps, 
which being granted, I found, to my great 
Surpriſe, that the Matrix was inverted, and 
entirely ont; of the Body, hanging don be- 


tween the Thighs, with the Placenta adhere- 


ing to its Fundus, which I ſeparated before 
the Midwife, and ſeveral Matrons there pre- 
ſeñt, and convinced them all of the difmaj' 
Accident. This Woman it ſeems had a very 
good and eaſy Labour of the Child; but that 
born, thg Midwife pulled hard at the Srring, 
and ſo brought down the Matrix, which as 
ſoon as ſhe could take any hold of, ſhe 
S219 did: 


os 


; 


| 
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did: And then pulling with freſh Violence, 
and not being deterred by the loudeſt Cries,, 
the poor miſerable Woman in a few Minutes 
fell into ſtrong Convulſions and Deliquiumsy 
and fo expired. Thus was a young healthy 
Mother cut of in the Bloom of Life, aad 
caſt into the cold Arms of Death, juſt as 
ſhe was about to claſp, her Firſt=Borr. in her 

own. a 


* 


CASE XXXI. 


07 three Women toho had their Vagina's 
tore and broke OW 


1 Have been called to three FW nin; where” 
upon ſearching, I found the Vagina quite 
broke through in the back Part, by the Mid, 
wite's rudely thruſting up her Hand in order 
to come at the Opening of the Womb, which- 
in all theſe Subjects happened to lie very for- 
wards, towards, and indeed in ſome meaſure 
under, the Os Pubis, Two'of theſe, who were 
very much tore, died in a few Days after; 
but the Tird, where a Finger only, or two 
at moſt had gone through the Vagina, reco- 
vered contrary to my Expettation; and was 
after warus ſafely delivered of another Child, 
and is with both her Children now living. 1 
was ſent * to this Perſon by the Lady 
Luc ling, 
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Luc ling, whoſe Daughter I had the Honour 
of waiting upon in her Pains, and had a lit- 
tle before happily delivered. 


CASE :XXXIL 

An expected Abortion prevented. 
B Eing ſome Years paſt upon Buſineſs at p- 

ſwich, I was called by that very ingenious 
Surgeon Mr. White, (a Perſon well known to 
ſeveral of the principal of the Profeſſion, and 
to whoſe worthy Father 1 had the Pleaſure 
and Advantage of gerving an Apprenticeſhip,) 
to a Lady in that Town that was about four 
Months gone with Child, and ſeized, among 
other Symptoms of Miſcarriage, with a ſort 
of Hooding. I gave her Aſtringents, Acids, 
and ſeveral cooling Medicines, together with 
the Laudanum Liquidum, which abated the 
Flux ;, the Os Tincae not being yet farther di- 
lated than to receive one Finger. This Me- 
thod was continued, with my Atteudance, 
by Mr. White's Deſire, for about the Space of 
forty-eight Hours; at which time ſhe fell into 
true Pains, and what we had reaſon to expect 


would have been an Abortive, proved a Nan 
tural and eaſy Delivery. 
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CASE XXXUL 


Of a Lady who died by Flooding in 
Labour.” . a | 


Was ſent for many Years paſt by the wor- 

thy and learned Phyſician Dr. Beeſton and 
Mr. White above-mentioned, to the Wife of a 
Captain of a Ship at Ipſwitch; but by Flood- 
ing in Labour, ſhe had the Misfortune to 
die undelivered before J arrived. This In- 
ſtance however may help to ſhew the Danger 
of Floodings, which I have before taken No- 
tice of, and the Necefli We of calling in timely 
* 


CASE XXXIV. £ 
A dead Infant turned and extracted, 


Was ſent for to a Gentlewoman That 
kept a Tavern in Ipſwich, twenty-five 
Miles diſtant from me, The Child was dead 
in a wrong Poſture, and the Mother flooded. 
ed by no leſs than twoWomen 
Midwifes and a Surgeon, juſt then ſet out in 
the Profeſſion. After they had all uſed their 
Endeavours to little or no purpoſe, I was 
called in: When 1 came, I found the Woman 


in 


On Minwirery. 87 


in almoſt continual Faintings, and not able 
to bear the leaſt Stirring or Alteration of 
Poſture, I paſſed my Hand juſt as ſhe hap. 
pened to lie, and the Parts being wholly di- 
| lated, and very much relaxed through ex- 
treme Weakneſs, 1 without the leaſt Diffi- 
culty took the dead Infant by the Feer, and 
delivered her of that and the already ſepa- 
rated Placenta, in about a Minutes Time. 1 
left her under the Direction and Management 
of Dr. Beefton, by whoſe extraordinary Care 
and Judgement ſhe lived ſ or fcven Days; 
but was then, notwithſtanding there was the 
greateſt Hopes of her Recovery, ſeized with 
a violent Diarrhoea, which in ſpite of all the 
Aſſiſtance that could be given, carried her 
off in a tew Hours. 


CASE XXXV. 


Of a Woman that was deliverd at the 
Anus. 


N 1723, I was called to the Wife of one 

Peter Hill, in the Pariſh of Stoke, by Nay- 
land in Suffolk. The poor unhappy Woman 
had for ſever or eight Days been troubled 
with violent Pains in her Back and the lower 
Parts of the Abdomen. She having no No- 
tion or Suſpicion of her being really with 
| | G 4 Child, 
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Child, from a great Imperfection of Body, 
which ſhe was very conſcious of: Several 
Perſons of an inferior Claſs in the Practice of 
Phyſick were called in; by theſe her Caſe was 
at one time taken for the Stone, at another 
for the Cholick, &c. Her Pains were Periodi- 
cal, like thoſe in an een eſpecially 


for the laſt two or three Days. At length two 


Midwifes were called in; but they being con- 
founded, and at a loſe, (as well they might,) 
I was at laſt ſent for. Upon my coming and 
making the neceſſary Enquiry, wel as Fox 
the leaſt let into the Caſe by the Mi 8,9 
I confe(s I my ſelf was greatly ſurprized, and 
knew not by the Touch what to make of it. 
Having then defired a numerous Company 
that were gathered together on this Occa- 
ſion to go into another Apartment, I called 
for a Candle, and in the Preſence of the two 
Midwives, and three or four other.Matrons 
who were permitted to ſtay, I took in the 
Aſſiſtance of my Sight; but even that was 
too little to come at a Certainty. The Os 
Pubis had no Cyvering, Fat, or ought elſe that 


Was natural, except che common Teguments as 
ty they lie upon any other Part of the Body, 
Were the Rima Magna ſhould have been 


KY here was only the Appearance of a ſmall * 


lie or pry through the Teguments, and 
that 
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that without any Thickneſs or Protuberance | | 
like that of the true and real Labia: Nor was | 
there the leaſt Sign of the Glitoris or Nym- 
phae to be ſeen or felt. This imperſect Vagina, 1 
or rather Sit, before-mentioned, was juſt big 1 
enough to receive one Finger, with which I 1 
endcayoured to find out the Mouth of the | 
Womb, but in vain ; for on the Hinder-part, 

or towards the Os Sacrum, there was no Paſ- 

ſage at all, whilſt Forwards, and under the 

Os Pubis, it admitted my Finger without 

much Reſiſtance. At this Part, (which was 

alſo very dry,) there was not the leaſt Force, 

Pain, or Swelling ;, whilſt wholly Backwards, * 
at the Anus, there were all. The Anus was 
dilated to a great degree, (even enough to 
receive my Hand,) tho* very thick and much 
ſwelled quite round. In that Part too there 
was a large Tumour which bore hard down, 
and even out of the Body at every Pain. 


N 


wr 


TurzRs being no other poſſible way to 7 
attempt Relief, whatever the Matter of this $; OM 
Tumour might be, 1 propoſed to make a ſmall Sie * 8 
Inciſion into it, which to the Touch wag 1 
like that of a large Abſceſs, a 4 . 
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at the earneſt Requeſt and Defire of herſelf, 
(who declared that if ſhe was fare ſhe ſhould 
live but an Hour the would gladly puichaſe 
it, tho” at a dearer Rate than what was men- 
tioned,) I made an Aperture with my large 
Lancet, through that Part of the Inteſtine 
which bore out of the Body, and imme- 
diately paſſing one Finger, I felt the Child's 
Head preſſing to be born. I made the Mid- 
wives, (one of which, Mrs. Smith by Name, 
was a very experienced Per ſon,) ſee and feel 
how all things were; then dilating the Ori- 
fice I had made in the Inteſtine with my Fin- 
gers, I through that delivered ber of a 
Child at the Anus, which we judged to be in 
about the ſixth or ſeventh Month, with its 
Placenta, The unfortunate Woman being 


much, and indeed quite ſpent, before I was 


called in, I could not poſſibly entertain any 
Hopes of her Life; and accordingly, ſhe 
lived two or three Days, and then expired. 


As tb the Truth of this Account, how. 


l ever ſtrange and unnatural it may appear to 
| 1 ne, there are many now living that are 


ha 
£7 


F pdy to atteſt it: And I am very much of 


ion, that ſhe might have been ſaved, had 


She Operation been 'performed ſooner, and 
. 
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CASE XXXVI. 


Of a Woman that miſcarried through a 
Scirrhus of the Womb. 


Oo N the 17th of October 1725 I was called 
to a poor Woman in order to deliver 
her of a ſecond Child. The Midwife told me 
upon meeting, that ſhe, had taken away one 
Abortive Infant two Days before, of about 
ſix or ſeven Inches in length; but that the 
had left the After- Birth till the ſecond Child 
ſhould be born, the Head of which, ſhe ſaid, 
lay then in the Paſſage, but was much Jarger 
than that of the Foetys ſhe had already 
taken, 
6% , 
Pass fNG my Hand up the Vagina, over 
a hard round Subſtance, I found the Mouth of 


the Womb wide enough to receive three 


Fingers with which I eafily drew away the 
Placenta which was left and remained in the 
Matrix. The Womb methought felt very 
thick and hard, and the Cavity of it ſeemed» 
to be cloſe filled up with the Cake. hy 
feeeling, or rather compreſſing the Body o 
the Outſide, I found another large hard Su 
ſtance, and as to that before mentioned, 
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which I met with in paſſing my Hand to 
come at the Os Tincae, (which by the way, 
lay very forward, and as it were under the 
Os Pubis,) I put two Fingers into the Auus, 
and my Thumb into the Vagina, and thus 
graſped a round Subſtance, in Shape not un- 
like the Head and Neck of the Child, by 
which Neck it adhered to the larger Subſtance 
in the Womb itſelf. I declared that nothing 
remained in the Womb; but what to-make of 
this hard and ſolid Tumour, unleſs it were a 
Scirrhus, I could not well tell. The Woman 
had been long before ill of a Conſumptive 
Diſorder, and being now much weakened 
and exhauſted by her Miscarriage, (in which 
ſhe had loſt a great Quantity of Blood,) and 
two Days being ſpent with Torment, in wait- 
ing for another Child, ſhe was brought fo 
low that ſhe expired in about three Days 
afterwards, When,. at my Requeſt, "being 
allowed to inſpect the Corps, I found this 
hard Subſtance, as I had before ſuſpetted, to 
be a true Su bus of the Womb, in the 
Form already deſcribed, and weighing, - (as 
near as I could gueſs,) four or five Pounds. 


CASE 
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CASE XXXVII 


Of a Wiman that had ſpurious Pains, 
which by Care were put «ff for the 
Space of eight Days, when ſhe was 
happily delivered of T wins. 


A Woman at or near the Time ſhe expetted 

to fall in Labour, and very big, Was 
ſeized with violent Pains. She ſent for her 
Midwife, who attended her, and told her 


from time to time that ſhe judged it her La- 


bour, and that it would in her opinion be 
ſoon over. But her Pains at length abated, 
and upon this I was ſent for. When I came, 
judgingby the Account that was given me, 
(without any Manual Enquiry, which was 
not allowed me,) that the Pains were im- 


perfect, and rathertof a ſptrious ſort, 1 only 


ordered her a few compoſing Medicines, and 
adviſed her to keep her ſelf quiet, and en- 
deavour as much as poſſible to put off the 
Thoughts of being yet in Labour. Her Pains 
by this Means went wholly off, 5. e. the was 
as free from them as ſhe had been for ſome 
Weeks paſt. Thus ſhe continued to the 
eighth Day from my being firſt called to her, 

þ Sy | at 
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at which time ſhe was taken with genuine 
Pains, which ſoon riſing to a conſiderable 
degree of Strength, I was again called in, 
(for ſhe now. choſe to depend wholly on my 
Aſſiſtance.) I. found the Os Tincae fairly di- 

' lated, a large Mater gathered, and the Head 
of the Child diretted a little againſt the Os 
Pubis ;.1o that not falling down after many 
ſtrong Pains, I choſe to break the Membranes, 
which I judged were thicker than ordinary, 
by reaſon of their not breaking by the Force 

of the Mother's Throws. This 1 did by paſ- 
_ ſing a pointed Probe between my Fingers, 
with which in the midſt of a Pain, I pene- 
| trated the Membranes : There preſently fol- 
| ; lowed a Diſcharge of a large Quantity of 
"Ip Mater; and upon the very next Pain, with 
the ſmall Afiftance of my Finger only, 1 

brought down the Head into the Vagina, and 

then in a few Minutes more delviered her- 
Immediately paſſing my Hand, I found, (as 

I had reafon to expect from her extraordinary 
Bigneſs) another Child. I broke through 

the Membranes, and in one Minute fafely de- 

livered her of that alſo : Both which might 

Have been loſt had her Labour been unskil- 

fully encouraged at firſt. 


CASE 
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CASE XXXVIIL 


Of the Navel-String coming down before 
the Head of the Chill. 


8 O ME Years paſt I was called to a Lady 

whom | had the Honour to deliver of | 
ſeveral Children before: The Poſtureof the 
Child was natural, and the Head advanced a 
little at every Pain; but Part of the Navel. 
String was thruſt out of the Body before the 
Head. This, as much as poſſible, I returned 
with my Finger, and endeavoured to keep 
it up; otherwiſe the cold Air would in all 
probability (cho the Labour was quick) have 
ſo far ſtagnated the Blood in its Paſſage 
through the Umbilical Arteries, as that the 
Child might have died before it could have 
been born, and before the Air could have ſet 
the Lungs in Bay: 


1 could give a great number of lnſtances 
of this ſort, where the Navel- String came 
down before the Head of the Infant; but 1 
take one to be ſufficient: And this may ſerve 
as a general Direction how to proceed in 
this Cale. 


CASE 
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CASE. XXIX. 


| of 2 Child that died in the Birth through 
a bad Poſture, and the unfortunate 
Make of the Mother. 


Was thaby Years ſince ent for to a Gen- 
tlewoman who had been long in Labour 
under the Hands of two Midwives. 1 found 
(as the Midyives had told me,) that the 
Child preſented with its Head, but it did 
not fall down by very ſtrong Pains, which 
had been long upon her before 1 was ſent 
for, and I was then fifteen Miles diſtant, I 
found I had a living Child to deal with, and 
endeavoured as mucll as poſſible to ſave it, 
but to no purpoſe z for it lay with its Face 
towards the Os Pubis, and in a bad Poſture 
for Turning: Which, together with ſome 
great Diſadvantages in the Make of the Mo- 
ther, cauſed it to die in the Birth. This 
Delivery was performed with great Dif- 
ficulty, and I was obliged to give the poor 
Woman much Pain, and to be longer about 
the Operation than I uſually am ; which, to- 
gether with what was, previous 00 this, in- 
duced me to deſpair of her Life. However 
I immediately, (as my conſtant Cuſtom is 
in 
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in Caſes of the leaſt Danger,) called in that 
great and worthy Phyſician, in whom the 
Country was happy, the late Dr. Sbapcote, by 
whoſe extraordinary Care and. Judgment the 
Lady, contrary to all Expectation, recoyered 
perfect Health, and has had ſeveral Children 
fince, which are now living. 


AN p here 1 cannot forbear a ſmall Offer- 
ing to the Shrine of that truly learned Man, 
with whom I had the Honour and Advantage 
of a friendly Conver for above the Space 
of twenty Years ; and one to whom, under 
Providence, many of my Friends and Ac- 
quaintance now living ſtand indebted for their 
Lives. But as my Pen is no ways equal to 
ſuch a Task, I ſhall deſiſt from it, and be 
content to admire in a grateful Silence one 
whom I am conſcious I can never ſay enough 

in Praiſe of. 


H CASE 
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Q&AS - XL. 


Of an Abortive Foetus of between three 

and four Months, that had the Na- 
vel-String twiſted twice round its 
Neck. 


Was lately called to a Woman who being 
between three and four Months gone with 
Child, was ſeized with a ſudden Diſcharge of 
Blood from the Womb. I found that the Os 
Tincae Would only receive one Finger, and 
conſequently I could give her noA ſſiſtance by 
the Hand. But by ſome Aſtringent Medicines 
which I ordered her (for ſhe was a very poor 
Woman, and not able to bear the Expence 
of a Phyſician,) and by keeping her ſelf very 
quiet, ſeveral Days paſſed without any con- 
ſiderable Loſs of Blood; and then her Pains 
coming on briskly, ſhe was with the Aſſiſtance 
of her Midwife delivered of an Embryo and 
its Placenta together, the Child lying in the 
| Membranes, which were not broke. This in- 
deed is pretty common; but there was one 
thing particularly remarkable in this Caſe, 
which was, that when I came to open the 
Membranes I found the Navel- String twiſted 
| 2 twice 


— 
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twice round the Neck of the Embryo : From 
whence it is highly probable that theſe Con- 
volutions of the Umbilical Chord are generally 
made very early, and when the Embryo is 
but ſmall, 


C48 RB M. 


Of a Woman that died in Labour ly a 
violent Retention of the Urine. 


A® O U T fifteen Years ago I was ſent for, 

at fourteen Miles diſtance, to a Woman 
who had been two Days in hard Labour; firſt 
under the Hand of one, and then of a ſecond 
Midwife. Her Husband, who was the Perſon 
that came for me, gave me ſuch a bad Ac- 
count of her Caſe, that there was much 
Reaſon to fear my Aſſiſtance would come too 
late, I rode as hard as poſſibly I could, but 
yet found her dead. The Account the two 
Midwives gave me was, that the Child pre- 
ſented with the Head, and that they had all 
along flattered themſelves that the Continu- 
ance of the Pains would at length have given 
them the Infant. They we emboldened, it 
ſeems, to wait at this unreaſonable Rate, be- 
cauſe the Woman did not flood: But Nature 


being quite tired ont by the long continued 
H 2 Torture, 
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Torture, was forced to ſink beneath the 
Weight. The Midwives added, that there 
was ſomething in this Caſe which in all their 
Practice they had never met wich before, 
viz, That there ſeemed. to be two diſt inc 
and large Swellings in the Abdomen, When I 
came to examine the Corps, I found it to be 
as they had declared, and that one of theſe 
Swellings lay above the other. At my earneft 
Rqueſt the Husband permitted me to open 
the Body ; when I found one of the above- 
mentioned Tumours to be the Womb with the 
Child in it, and the other the Bladder pro- 
digionfly diſtended by the largeſt Quantity 
of Water I ever knew- contained in a Blad- 
der. The Women then told me that the De- 
ceaſed had not voided one ſpoonful of Urine 
for ſeveral Days together, nor indeed from 
the firſt of her falling into Labour. The 
Infant lay in a right Poſture, very low, and 
preſſing upon the Neck of the Blddder, which 
was doubtleſs the Cauſe of this very great 
Retention of the Urine. But what exquiſite 
Miſery muſt this poor unhappy Woman 
have underwent! When if they had ſent for 
an Artiſt in time, he might, in a few Minutes, 
by paſſing the Catheter, have drawn off the 
Water, and ſo emptied the Bladder; and then 
with the Forceps or Fillet, might have deli- 

vered 
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vered her, and ſo ſnatched her from the Jaws 
of Death. 


HER RNE I had a fair Opportunity of view- 
ing the Thickneſs of the Matrix. Authors I 
find differ much about this Subject; ſome ad- 
vancing That the Womb grows thinner as it 
extends, whilſt others affirm that it chickens 
more and more as the Woman approaches 
nearer to her Labour. For my part, I found 
the Latter true; for it was, at the Fundus, 


and indeed in every Part, as near as I could 


gueſs, Half an Inch thick. But I am well 
aſſured that it is not ſo in all Subjects; for 
in taking away the After-Birth, when it ad- 
heres to the Uterus, the Hand (as is neceſ- 
fary,) without Side the Body, anſwering to 
that within, plainly diſcovers the Thickneſs 
of the intervening Parts : And I have often- 
times found it very thin, nay the Whole» 
with the external Tegaments, &c. has not 
ſeemed to be near the Thickneſs here men- 
tioned. But this will be made more plain 
in the following Cas x. 


H 3 l 
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CESN AL: 


Of a Woman that died through Wilful- 
fulueſs in not being delivered; in 

whom the Womb, contrary to the Opi- 
nion of ſome Writers, was found very 
thin. 


Married Woman who had not for ſome 
Years cohabited with her Hysband, had 
the Misfortune to prove with Child. When 
me found herſelf in Labour,ſhe went private- 
ly into the Fields towards a Friend's Houſe, 
and, as ſhe afterwarus confeſſed, lay there 
great part of a Day, with a Defign, I ſup- 
poſe, either to kill, or leave the Infant behind 
her; for no Proviſion was found to be made 
for it : But the Poſture the Child happened 
to lie in, did not favour her wicked Purpoſe, 
At Night therefore ſhe returned to her 
Friends, deceitfully complaining of a violent 
Cholick, for which ſeveral Means were uſed, ag 
near as I remember, for the Space of rwenty- 
four Hours before I was ſent for; no body 
about her having the leaſt Suſpicion of her 
being with Child, tho” all were at a loſs to 
know what was really her Caſe: Some ſup- 
poſed it to be an Ulcer in the Womb, from 

che 


— — 
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the great Quantity of foetid Matter that wag 
diſcharged from the Yagina. But whilſt this 
was in debate, | was judged a proper Perſon to 
be conſulted, and was accordingly called in, 
When I came to make a proper Enquiry, I 
found (as from her Periodical Pains, the Big- 
neſs and Hardneſs of her Body, &c. I had 
reaſon . to ſuſpect,) that the had actually a 
Child in her. The Mouth of the Womb be- 
mg fully dilated, the Anus of the Child, (for 
ſo it chanced to lie,) anſwering to the 0s 
Tincae, immediately received my Finger: 
This I declared, as alſo that the Child had 
been for ſome time dead, as was plain from 
the cadaverous Smell it emitted, which was ſo 
great that I could hardly bear the Room, as 
alſo from the Diſcharge from the Pudenda. 
She impudently aſſerted that ſhe had not uſed 
the Meant, and affirmed that the was not with 
Child. This ſoon gained Belief with her 
fond Mother and credulous Friends, who 
thereupon very unjuſtly reproached me, even 
to a Degree of Rudeneſs, I inſiſted upon 
what I had ſaid, and begged that I might 
be allowed to endeavour the ſaving of her 
Life by an immediate Delivery, But a Dif- 
ference ariſing between the Mother and Uncle, 
at whoſe Houſe ſhe then was, and who would 
not ſufter her, on account of the Diſgrace, 
to lie-in there, they propoſed to borrow a 
| H 4 Gentleman's 


U 
| 
| 

| 


—— 
—=-. _ 2 r * _— 8 
= > 4 _ - Wa. li... 


— — p — 
5 = yy en — a — — ä 
D —— — 
— SD - 
p CITE 
— — — — — . — 
- 


104 An ESSAY. 


Gentleman's Coach in the Neighbourhood, 
and ſo carry her (in the preſent Condition) 
to her Mother's, | 


I was not Maſter of Rherorick enough to 
prevail with them to deliver her, tho' I re- 
monſtrated to them in the moſt moving man- 
ner I could, the Danger of delaying it, and 
the Inhumanity of forcing her out of the 
Houſe ; telling them that it was indeed a ſort 
of wiltul Murder they were going to commit 
upon the poor unhappy Wretch. But even 
this proved of no Effect; for neither the nor 
her Friends would ſuffer me to ſit down by 
her, or any way aſſiſt her; upon which, having 
firſt made a proper Prognoſtick, I left them 
to proceed as they ſhould think fit. They 
promiſed, however, to ſend for me at Night, 
when ſhe was arrived at her Mother's, which 
was about three or four Miles diſtant from 
the Place where ſhe then was. I went home, 
and in my way called upon ſome of the prin- 
cipal of my Acquaintance, and told them 
the Caſe, big as it was with Folly and Inhu- 
manity; telling them that ſhe would certainly 
die before or at Delivery; for ſhe was far 
ſpent and very weak when 1 came firſt to her, 
and had 1 believe, tho' ſhe did not care to 
own it, loſt much Blood. I went home, and 
expected a Call, reſolving to command my 

| Temper, 
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Temper, and, if poſſible, to ſave her, as 
well as do my ſelf juſtice; but heard nothing 
from them. Next Morning, unſent for, I 
called at the Mother's, but found no body at 
Home; then 1 went on to the Uncle's, whom 
in my way thither I had the good Fortune 
to meet: He informed me that ſhe was dead; 
which was no more than what I expected. I 
then told him of the Barbarity thathad been 
uſed in this Caſe ; but took Care to ſay no- 
thing particular that might ruffle him, be. 
cauſe I was reſolyed, if I could, to open her, 
or ſome other way to ſhe them at leaſt Part 
of the Child. I well knew IT ſhould other. 
wiſe be aſperſed in my Character; for we 
have all of us our Enemies ready to wound 
us with Slander and Detrattion, which is ge- 
nerally propagated with much Warmth and 
Readineſs. But to return: I asked the old 
Man and the reſt of her Friends Leave to 
open the Corps, which after much Entreaty 
was granted: And then, juſt as I had told 
them, we found a Dead Child much decayed, 
and lying in the Poſture before mentioned. 


HE RE again I had an Opportunity of ex- 
amining into the Thickneſs of the Womb, In 
this Subject it was not more, (if ſo much) as 
Half ſo thick as the former. But this, I pre- 
ſume, might in ſome meaſure bg occafioned 


by 
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by the great Diſcharge ſhe had ſuſtained for 
the two or three laſt Days. However this 
be, 1 am, as I before obſerved, well aſſured, 
it is ſometimes very thin, at leaſt compared 
to that which I at firſt ſpoke of: And this 
Uncertainty in the Thickneſs of the Womb, 
may probably be the Reaſon why Authors 
differ ſo much on this Head, every one ſpeak- 
ing as he himſelf has happened to find it. 


CASE XIII. 


"An Infant extratted with the Blunt- 
Hook. ks, 


Once, forgetting to take my Forceps with 

A me, and being chen fifteen Miles from 

4 Home, and this before I could uſe the Fl. 
let, was with a Woman where the Head of 
the Child had for ſome time lain low in the 
Vagina, being expected every Pain. Here I 
uſed the Blunt Hook, bearing it fideways, by 
way of a Lever under the Os Pubis, which 
anſwered one Part of the Forceps. By this 
Means the Child was ſafely extracted, but 

| "had a ſmall ſuperficial Hurt. on the Scalp; 
which with proper Application was ſoon 
"cured. I cannot much recommend this Me- 
thod of Extraction, becauſe it generally 
Vounds the Infint, and cauſes a Contuſion 
v7 n 
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in the Mother: Nor ſhould I my ſelf have 
made uſe of it in this Caſe, had I not been 
compelled to it by abſolute Necellity. 


CASE XLIV. 
A Child extracted with the Sharp-Hook. 


1 Twice delivered a poor deformed Woman 
by turning the Children, which always 
ſtuck at the Head, and died in the Birth. 
Theſe two times, tho' with much Difficulty, 
1 performed the Operation with my Hand 
only; but the third'time, on account of the 
Head's being much larger, and the Texture 
of it more firm and Oed than ordinary, I 
was forced to make uſe of the Hook : But, 
as I before obſerved, the Child was firſt dead. 
It is to be remarked, that neither of-thele 
Children fell into the Paſſage, tho' all of 
them preſented with the Head: Indeed when 
the Mother is thus unhappily made, it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould; for all the Force of the 
'Pains, and Compreſſion of the Muſcles in 
this Caſe only ſerve to direct the Head to 
a wrong Point, and the Child continues ſo 
fixed in the Pelvis that it eannot well fall 
down into the Vagina. N ' 
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CASE XLV. 
Another Inſtance of the ſame. 


N the Year 1714, I was called to ano- 

ther poor Woman, unhappily made for 
Child-Bearing. She had much Pain without 
-any Advantage, the Child lying like that 
juſt before mentioned. There was no other 
Method to be taken but that of turning the 
Child, in which I found no ſmall Difficulcy, 
even before I came to the greateſt, viz. That 
of its ſticking at the Head. Here again, I 
was forced, (the Child being dead) to have 
recourſe to the Hook: But theſe Caſes are ſo 
uncommon, that 1 have not had Occaſion to 
be concerned in them more than four or five 
times in the Courſe of five and twenty Years 
Practice. 


Tno' I have in ſome Places of this 
ESS A condemned the Uſe of the Hook, 
and ſhewn that a Child far advanced with 
its Head is to be extracted either with the 
Forceps or Fillet; yet I would not be thought 
to advance That it ought never to be made 
uſe of; becauſe there are ſome deformed 
Subjects, as the two laſt mentioned, in whom 
the Bones of the Pelvis have ſo bad a Stru- 
| | cure, 
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cure, and the Space betwixt the Os Sacrum, 
or rather the Os Coccygis and the Os Pubis 
is ſo very little, as to render it altogether im- 
poſſible for the Head of a full-grown Child 
to be otherwiſe brought away. In theſe 
Subjects the Head cannot fall into the Vagina 
low enough to be taken hold of by the For- 
ceps, or Filet; nor can it be turned without 
the greateſt Difficulty ; and even when it is 
turned it will certainly ſtick at the Head. In 
this Caſe it cannot be drawn away but by the 
Hook; which will break into its Texture, 
and alter the Form of it, and fo render it 


fit to paſs through that Paſſage which it 
could never do if it were whole. 


HERE, if the Child be already dead, the 
Artiſt 1s free from that Anxiety and Torture 
of Mind, which hoooking it alive, would neceſ- 
ſarily produce in him. But how far, when 
there ſeems to be no Hopes of ſaving the 
Child's Lite, it may be eligible and adviſe- 
able to make free with it at firſt, in order 
to preſerve the Womar, or render the Opera- 
tion more eaſy to her, I muſt leave to the 
Judgment of the Perſon who is ſo unhappy 


as to be' employed in this 3 and 
unwelcome One. 


| Soun 
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Sou of my Brethren, I am well aſſured, 
oftentimes delay the Performance of this Ope- 
ration till the poor Mother's Death diſcharges 
all farther Occaſion for it. But how far this 
may be a right way of acting, I ſhall leave 
others to determine. Not to adminiſter 
whatever Service we are capable of giving, 
is, I am ſure, a very fatal, and if I may ſo 
fay, very cruel Tenderneſs, unleſs certain 
Death is to be preferred to a fe Minutes Pain, 
and a living Infant to be more eſteemed than 


a ——_— Mother. 


As to Monſters there can be no Rules gi- 
ven; for the Operator when this Caſe falls to 


his Lot, muſt alt in it as his Conſcience and 


CASE XLVI. 


of the Aſter- Birth retained, and extra- 
cted five Days after Delivery. 


N the Year 1711, I was called to a Wgz 
1 man five Days after her Delivery, in whom 
the Placenta or Aſter-Birth was left behind, 
and at this time retained. I found the 
Mouth of the Womb ſo much contrafted as 


but cu to allow of two Fingers; but by de- 
grees 


4 
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grees I introduced a third, and at length my 
whole Hand. I then perceived that the Pla- 
centa adhered to the Uterus in its whole 
Bredth; which was the Reaſon there had 
been no Flooding, and but few of the Lochia, 
which Retention had cauſed a very unkind 
fort of a Fever. I ſeparated the Placenta from 
the Matrix gently with my Fingers, as 1 
have before directed, and fo brought it away 
in my Hand, and that without the Aſſiſtance 
of the String in the other, which was before 
broke off by the Midwife. By .proper Me- 
dicines and Care the Woman beyond all 
Hopes recovered, | | 


CASE XLVIE 


Of the Placenta extracted three Hours 
after Delrvery. 


Was lately called to a Woman in Eagle« 
Street, two or three Hours after the Ex- 
traction of the Child, where the Midwife 
truſting too much to the String, had broke 
it off, and then the Womb cloſed upon the 
Placenta, which was ſo far ſeparated as to 
occaſion a great Flooding. Here I took the 
fame Method as I did in the Caſe before-men- 
tioned, which is indeed the only one that 
bis”. can 
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can poſſibly be taken; but the Os Tincae was 
ſo much contracted that I feared ſhe would 
have died under my Hands, or at leaſt im- 
mediately after the Extraction, eſpecially as 
ſhe had already loſt a great Quantity of 
Blood. But by haſtening the Operation as 
much as I well could, the Hlux entirely 
ſtopped after the Cake was brought away, 
and the Lady had the good Fortune to eſcape 
with her Lite, 


us | 54 | 
CASE XLVIL } 


Of 4 firm, fleſhy Subfance taken from 
the Womb fix Wecks after Delivery. 


1 Was about fifteen Years paſt ſent for 
to a Woman who was ſeized with a 
Flooding at the End of fix Weeks after her 
Delivery. When I came to make a proper 
Enquiry, I found the Womb open enough 
to receive three Fingers, and a hard Sub- 
ſtance bearing down. There was ſome Pain, 
or rather an Endeavour in Nature to caft 
out this ſuperfluous Gueſt; but it was not 
of it {elf ſufficient, and the Woman muſt 
undoubtedly have flooded to Death, without 
the Aſſiſtance of the Hand. By ſtretching 
out. my Fingers far alunder, I dilated the 


Mouth of the Womb much more than at 
firſt 


4 * 
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firſt I found it, and then brought away a 
firm fleſhy Subſtance much in the Form of 
a Turkey's Egg, and nearly of the ſame Big- 
' nels. + The Woman was very weak, but by 
proper Management ſhe recovered, and is, 
1 think, living at this very time. 


could give many Inſtances of Caſes ot 
this Nature, but ſhall confine my ſelf to ong 
only, where the Woman had been delivered 
by a Brother Practitioner. When | was called 
in, Which was alſo at or rear fix Weeks End 
after her Delivery, I found a Subſtance in the 
Womb, but not like that before deſcribed : 
For this looked like the Caſe, as it is vulgarly- 
called, and ſeemed to be the Placenta of a 
Foetus about three Months old. There was 
one thing very remarkable in it, which was, 
that it appeared to be ſtuffed full of a gritty 
ſandy. Matter, like Gravel. This I have in 
a leſs Degree often found in that. Part of 
the Placenta which adhered to the Womb ; 
the accounting for which odd Appearance I 
ſhall leave to the Learned in the Faculty. To 
return then : I cannot but obſerve here that 
if the Hand had been paſſed with either of 
theſe Women, as 1 have before directed, “ 
nothing could have been left behind. From 
the Want of this Practice 1 have been fre- 
? L quently 
* Chap, III. 
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quently ſent for, not only to Women in this 
Caſe, but likewiſe / where a Child has re- 
mained in the Womb, when all was thought 
to be over. Thus Nature relieved and quiered 
a little with the Birth of one Child, reſts 
ealy and contented as it were for the Space 
of a few Hours; when the remaining Pains 
being falſly ſuppoſed to be nothing but Af- 
ter-Pains, all is imagined to be at an end; till 
more violent Complaints returning, or ano- 
ther Water breaking, the poor Mother ſuffers 
a freſh Alarm, and ſtands in need of freſn 

Aſſi ſtance. 


B r in this Caſe there muſt neceſſarily be 
ſeparate Placentae, which, as. I before men- 
tioned, is very frequent. And where it is 
thus, the Midwife having already extracted 
a perfect Child and a compleat After-Birth, 
erroneouſly thinks; without making any far- 
ther Enquiry, that this is all. But to turn 
back to the laſt mentioned Caſe, I would 
here, if the Reader will pardon me the Di- 
greſſion, preſume to recommend a Piece of 
Generolity and Good-Nature amongft our- 
ſelves; and that is, not to take an unkind 
Advantage of a Slip or Accident that may 
happen to befall a Brother in his Practice: 
No Operator can always be right, at leaſt 
not always happy; for the utmoſt Care and 
Judgment will not always ſucceed.” It is » 
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be ſuppuſed that he intentionally uſes his 


beſt Endeavours, becauſe both his Reputation 
aud Intereſt require it of him. Mankind in 
general ſeem to be directed in theſe Caſes 
by the Mahometan Principles of judging, 


rewarding and puniſhing wholly by Succeſs, 


We ought not therefore by any. means to 
wound the Reputation of a Brother by cen- 
ſuring any Accident that may befal him; 
it is a barbarous, and indeed, if we rightly 
conſider it, a very impolitical way of pro- 
ceeding; becauſe ſince we are all liable to 


Errors, the Favour may one Day or other 


happen to be repaid with Intereſt. 


CASE XLIX. 


A Woman delivered of Twins; the firſt 
of which preſenting witÞ its Head, 
and bearing upon the Os Pubis, WAs 
extracted by Turning. 


N October 1732, I was called to a poor 
Woman in Butcher-Hall Lane, near New. 
gate Street. She had been long in ſtrong 
Pain; the Child prefented with its Head, 


but bearing hard upon the Os Pubis did 
not fall lower down. 1 put the Woman 


in a proper n and turned the Child, 
12 taking 
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taking it by the Feet: And finding upon 
ſearching, another Infant in the Womb, I im- 
mediately broke the Aſembranes, and in about 


two Minutes, with very little Pain, delivered 
her of that like wiſe. 


I could eaſily give ſeveral other Inſtances 
of Deliveries of various Sorts ; but as I have 
brought a great number of Caſes already, I 
think it would be needleſs to inſert them. 
I ſhall therefore only mention two or three 
in particular, that I have delivered with the 
Help of "on forceps. 


3 
Four Women delivered with the Forceps. 


| *—r H E firſt was a Woman in Eagle-Sereer, 
| who had been long in Labour. The 
Child's Head lying very low, immediately 
introduced the Forceps, and delivered her in 
a few Minutes of a living Child. A little 
after I delivered a ſecond, a poor Woman near 
Hungerfori- Market, in the ſame Manner, the 
. Caſe being a-like of @ live Infant, The 
third was a Woman near Queen's-Square, Or- 
mond-Striet, who had been above two Days 
in Labour, with the Head of the Child lying 
in the Vagina. This Infant I brought forth 
with the Forceps, and in about two e 
er 
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after delivered her of another by the Hand, 
both now living. The fourth and laſt was 
a poor Woman in Bear-Tard, who was in 


like manner delivered of a large and. hearty 
Child. 
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CONCLUSION. 


AFTER a hard Labour; and. 
where there has been a Neceſ- 
By ſity of uſing ſome Violence, 
OY EN che Woman is to be treated as 
N once bruiſed by a Fal. Here as 
a thing of the greateſt Service, I would re- 
commend the wrapping of the Body round 
with a Sheep's-Skin, haſtily flead of, and ap- 
plied as warm as poſſible, I have for many 
Years paſt had a happy Experience of this, 
and wiſh 1 had come ſooner to The Know- 
ledge of it than I did, as having always 
made uſe of it with Suden It ſecures the 
Body from all Cold, fo very pernicious at this 
time, puts the whole Ab damen and Loins into 
a plentiful Sweat, and thus, by a Conſent of 
Parts relieves the Womb itſelf, and prevents 
| OE LB. Inflam- 
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Inflammations, Obſtruclions, and many other 
Complaints that Deliverics are uſually accom- 
panied with. I ſind this Method much re- 
commended by Guilemeau, an old French Au- 
thor ; nor is it of ſuch little Significancy as 
Dionis* ſeems willing to make us believe. 


Pu s s haye I'ddlivered* what 1 had to 
ſay on the Subject of Mio wirr, nor 
will the plain Dreſs in which theſe Lines ap- 
pear, I hope, prove any way prejudicial to 
them; ſince Fatt and Experience will always 
be thought preferable to Hypotheſis and Con- 
jecture; and Truth, at leaſt to all judicious 
* Perſons, ſeem moſt | agreeable in its naked 
8 0 8 | : 


Bor before 1 take my Leave of this Sub- 
ject, if my junior Brethren, and the Gentle- 
women in the Practice of Midwifery, will 

po excuſe me the Freedom, 1 would adviſe, and 
endeavour to influence them to behave, both 
in Words and Action, with all imaginable Ten- 
-dernels bo ſuch as fall under their Care. 
Their Pains both in ind and Body, are at 
that time very hard upon them, and their 
Cale calls for the ſoſteſt Manner in the ne- 
ceſſary Aſſiſtance z eſpecially where a Child 
requires Alteration of Poſture, &c, And this 
| as 


* Midwifery, p. 261, 
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as well with the Poor as others. For to me 
Nothing ſeems ſo obdurate and inhumane, as 
that a Fellow - Creature ſhould have her Life 
loſt, or indeed hazarded (as is, I am afraid, 
too often done,) becauſe ſhe has not the Hap- 
pineſs of being enrolled in the Lift of For- 
tunes Favourites. For my own part I can ſafely 
_ aſſert, (and that with no ſmall Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure of Mind,) that I never once let 
a poor Woman lie one Moment in Pain to 


ſecure my Reward, but ever haſtened to them, 


and gave them the beſt Aſſiſtance I was ca. 
pable 4 as ſoon as ever I could be releaſed 
from thoſe. whom I was firſt engaged with. 


I deſign not in this to preſume to direct 


my Superiors, or cenſure any Perſon, and 
hope I ſhall in ſo doing offend no one. Every 
Man is to judge for himſelf, and this is only 


a Declaration of my own private Sentiments 
and Praitice, which I doubt not will agree 


with by far the greateſt and moſt experienced 
Part of the Profeſſion: And I even flatter 
my ſelf with the Hopes of Pardon from the 
Few who may happen to diſſent from me. 
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